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Introduction Homelessness is

Yolo County and the Cities of Davis, West Sacramento, Winters, and Woodland nOt acceptable )

supported the creation of this Plan for Ending and Preventing Homelessness, - Yolo County Citizen
because homelessness is a multi-faceted issue in our community that requires a

coordinated, committed effort to address. Through the planning process, the

communities learned about the efforts that are underway to end homelessness for Yolo County residents and the needs that are
still unmet.

This Plan outlines the key pieces of an integrated and effective system to end and prevent homelessness for Yolo County residents.
To achieve those goals, the people of Yolo County, including: elected officials, faith leaders, service providers, County and City
staff, business people, consumers, and concerned citizens must dedicate their efforts and attention to this goal of reducing
homelessness.

The goals of this Plan are:
v PREVENTION: Prevent homelessness through early, comprehensive assistance to those at-risk

v HOUSING: Provide a wide range of housing opportunities and services to help people access and maintain extremely
affordable permanent housing

v SUPPORTIVE SERVICES: Provide comprehensive, integrated services to help people access and maintain housing and
maximize their self-sufficiency

v IMPLEMENTATION: Effectively administer, coordinate and finance implementation of the county’s ten-year plan and
its efforts to prevent and end homelessness

This Plan summarizes the need for these goals and the strategies and steps needed to meet them, as well as how Yolo County will
achieve them. A key part of the Plan is supporting and maintaining the housing and services that are available in the County.
Additional information about the need for these goals, current resources available, and research and models considered by the
people who participated in the planning process are available in the Appendices to this Plan.
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Prevention

GOAL: PREVENTION
Prevent Homelessness Through Early, Comprehensive Assistance To Those At-Risk

CHALLENGES: The Need for Homelessness Prevention Services in Yolo County

People at risk of homelessness cannot always access the services they need, either because the services are unavailable or because the
County’s system of outreach and referral is not centrally coordinated.

Rental assistance and credit and eviction history repair services are especially helpful for people at risk of homelessness; however, these
services are rarely available. Many affordable housing providers require new tenants to meet stringent eligibility requirements,
heightening the need for help with past credit problems, past evictions, or criminal histories.

Public institutions and other service delivery systems discharge people without first identifying stable housing, and those discharged
become homeless.

The need for assistance is ongoing. Against the backdrop of the current economic crisis, there has been an almost 20% increase in
homelessness in the County since 2007.

SUPPORT: The Research and Support for Prevention Services

Prevention is cost effective. The cost of preventing an episode of homelessness is one-sixth the average cost of a stay in a shelter.’

The human cost of homelessness is too high. In homeless families, the experience of homelessness and the associated stress that results
from economic, social, and psychological dislocations can negatively affect health and well-being." Children in homeless families are
more likely than other children to be in bad health", have higher exposure to stress, and experience more disruptions in school and
friendships."

Eviction prevention services work. Mediation with landlords under the auspices of housing court preserved housing for up to 85% of
single adults with serious mental iliness facing eviction in the Western Massachusetts Tenancy Preservation Project. Compared to the
housing outcomes of similar people who were waitlisted but did not receive services, this project cut the percentage becoming
homeless by at least one-third.”

Financial support for prevention is available. Recent Federal funding programs and legislation have prioritized supporting homelessness
prevention activities.

SOLUTIONS:
v Adopt Countywide policies that support a healthy community and provide early homelessness prevention support.
v Institute a Countywide centralized, coordinated system of prevention services that enhances access for people at risk
of homelessness.
v Eliminate discharges into homelessness from public institutions, including: foster care, hospitals, mental health

facilities, substance abuse treatment facilities, and prisons and jails.
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Prevention

When people access services they often receive referrals to services they need, but not systematically; therefore, a service
may be available in the County, but the individual in need and his/her point of entry may not know about it.

How does Yolo County’s homelessness prevention system work now?
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