
City of Woodland 
Meeting Minutes – July 1, 2015 

Water Utility Advisory Committee (WUAC) 
 

1. Roll Call  

Present:  Bob Schoech, Phil Hogan, Jon Hubble, Betty Kaelin, AK Khera, John McKean, 
Harland Morley, Larry Shapiro, Dave Giger, Tom Price, Dean Simeroth 

Absent:  NONE 

Staff Present:  Tim Busch, Rob Sanders, Lynn Johnson 

2. Public Comment – NONE 
3. Committee and Staff Comments 

The Committee requested that the Water Portal be a standing agenda item. 

Tim Busch updated the Committee on the local projects; the East Transmission line is 
almost complete.  The West Transmission line should start the week of July 6th.  These 
two projects connect the Surface Water Supply Project to the above ground tank at CR 
98/W. El Dorado and will bring surface water to the west side of Woodland. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from June 3, 2015 were approved 

5. Water Usage in City Parks & Facilities – Rob Sanders, Deputy Director of Public Works 

Rob explained that the City’s General Fund parks have reduced water usage from June 
2013 to June 2015 by 60%.  During the same time period, the cemetery saw a 49% 
reduction and the Landscape & Lighting District Facilities saw a ~58% reduction.  All 
parks, city facilities, landscaped medians, and sound walls posted a ~51% reduction in 
water usage from June 2013 to June 2015.  The installation of smart irrigation and a 
central irrigation system has helped to make this reduction possible as well as careful 
monitoring. 

In addition to efforts to date, the City is in the process of converting Dave Douglass park 
to drip irrigation and installing drip irrigation where funding allows in median strips.  In 
some medians, we are capping off sprinkler irrigation to allow water to flow just to the 
trees.  In the Spring Lake area, we have quit watering all turf due to State mandate.  The 
trees in these same areas are showing signs of stress due to lack of irrigation and in some 
cases blight.  Any trees that die this summer will be replaced in the fall. 



Meeting Minutes –July 1, 2015 
WUAC 
2 
 

6. Chromium 6 Compliance Update – Tim Busch explained that the City is now required to 
issue a notice to all customers regarding Chromium 6 due to a change in State 
regulations.  The State of California only allows .01 ppb (a lower standard than the 
Federal Government). Random well sampling has shown that Woodland has levels above 
this minimum in some wells.  Chrom 6 is naturally occurring in the groundwater.  The 
Davis-Woodland Water Supply project will resolve the Chrom 6 issue for Woodland 
since the surface water does not contain chromium.  In conjunction with the surface 
water, the Aquifer Storage & Recovery (ASR) wells will allow the City to store excess 
surface water in the ground in the winter months to help meet peak demand in the 
summer.  Well 28 is the city’s first completed ASR well and wells 29 and 30, also ASR 
wells, will soon be constructed.  Ultimately five (5) ASR wells will provide 10 mgd of in 
ground storage to be used to meet summertime peak demands.  Wells 16, 24, and 26 will 
be used as blending wells (blend ground water with surface water) to dilute the chromium 
to below state standards to also help with summer peaks.  In the meantime, we will be 
noticing the community in the July 2015 utility bills as required by the state.  We will 
need to notify quarterly until the Surface Water Project is online in 2016. 

7. Ground Water Levels – water levels are 9 feet higher than this time last year.  Due to 
some rain and the release of limited water from Clear Lake there has been some recharge 
of the aquifer this year.  This is all good news for Woodland as we continue to monitor 
closely. 

8. Charter of Water Utility Advisory Committee (WUAC) 

Lynn reviewed the purpose of the WUAC as defined by City Council on 12/16/14: 

The Committee was originally given the following purpose from the City Council 
in 2009: 

• Increase public participation in the functions of City government 
• Act as form of public input and feedback on issues related to 

current and planned water system improvements 
• Advise the City on potential challenges and opportunities related to 

future rate increases 
• Promote communitywide education and awareness of water system 

issues and projects. 

Added in December 2014, explore issues related to: 

• Water quality, supply, infrastructure and financing 
• Explore opportunities for community-scale water conservation, 

including recycled water 
• Wastewater quality compliance, infrastructure and financing 
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• Storm drainage operations, compliance and financing 

The Committee should provide recommendations to Council after review 
of facts and key information pertaining to the City’s utility systems and 
infrastructure as required in the rate setting process.  Solicitation of 
community feedback on utility-related decisions is encouraged.  The 
Committee should continue to assist with community outreach and 
education related to the utility systems.  The Committee shall review other 
utility issues as directed by the City Council. 

The Committee suggested that they should get more of an opportunity to provide advice 
and recommendations regarding the aforementioned topics as opposed to just receiving 
information and updates.  Additionally, they suggested that staff utilize the media and 
City website more to gain more public involvement in the utility related discussions. 

9. Future Topics 
• Water Portal 
• Drought Surcharge 
• Update to the Water Rate Study 

10. Next Meeting 

August 5, 2015, 6:00 p.m. – Woodland Community & Senior Center 

11. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

 

 

 


