
City of Woodland 
Meeting Minutes – August 5, 2015 

Water Utility Advisory Committee (WUAC) 
 

1. Roll Call  

Present:  Phil Hogan, Jon Hubble, Betty Kaelin, AK Khera, John McKean,  Dave Giger, 
Tom Price, Dean Simeroth 

Absent:  Bob Schoech, Harland Morley 

Staff Present:  Tim Busch, Greg Meyer, Lynn Johnson 

2. Public Comment – NONE 
3. Committee and Staff Comments 

Lynn reported that the person selected for the Water Conservation Coordinator positon 
had declined the position to take a different job.  The position is currently being 
advertised again. She will update the committee at the next meeting. 

Lynn reported that the draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Water Portal software 
should be available the week of August 10th.  She will send it out for those that wish to 
comment on the draft RFP.  Greg explained that water portal software programs are user 
based and you typically pay based on the number of users.  The City of Woodland will be 
a primary user, but we want to make sure that if community members sign up, they 
actually use the system so that we do not continue to pay for them to have access that 
goes unused. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from July 1, 2015 were approved as presented 

5. July 31st – Ground Water Levels 

Tim shared the July 31 Ground Water levels which are 3 feet higher than June 2015.  
They are also 4 feet higher than a year ago.  1977 was the record low year, and we are 
currently 7 feet higher than that.  We are seeing the ground water table rise as crop 
irrigation slows down (and tomatoes are harvested).   Tim explained that the State will 
regulate all of the new wells drilled in the area based on the Ground Water Sustainability 
Act passed in 2014. 

6. Recycled Water Project -  Tim Busch, Principal Civil Engineer 
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The City of Woodland applied for and received a $2 million Proposition 84 grant for a 
Recycled Water project.  We are currently in the process of applying for a State 
Revolving Fund (SRF) loan that would be for 30 years at 1% interest to provide full 
funding for the project.  The initial project connects Klenhard and Pioneer Parks and one 
large industrial user to the recycled water system.  We will also be reaching out to other 
businesses in the area that are high water users to determine their interest in contracting 
for recycled water.  Our largest water user in the City could use up to 95% of the 
available effluent. 

We will be selling the recycled water via a contract with the user.  This allows us to set a 
rate and term by contract which is not subject to Prop. 218.  We are also introducing a 
Mandatory Use ordinance to the City Council which will help to provide the surety 
required for the SRF funding.  This Ordinance will establish a boundary in the industrial 
area whereby businesses must use recycled water when and where it is feasible. 

CH2M Hill is our first customer, using recycled water for dust control at the Water 
Treatment Facility construction site. 

Future subdivisions in the Spring Laker area will also be putting in the infrastructure to 
use recycled water in the future. 

7. Update to Water Rate Study 
 
Lynn explained that HDR Engineering is currently under contract with the City to review 
our current water enterprise funding program to determine what kind of increase needs to 
occur in January for our water rates.  We have authority to impose up to a 17% increase, 
but we would like to do something less than that.  There are several variables in the 
update including switching our largest water customer to recycled water, paying the debt 
service on the loan for the Recycled Water Project, and the need for additional ASR 
Wells to address the Chromium 6 requirements.  Once the initial work is completed by 
HDR, we will bring various options to the WUAC for consideration. 
 

8. Water Assistance Program (WAP) 

The current Water Assistance Program provides $58.75 for up to 3 months for people 
who are home owners and currently on PG&E’s CARE program.  This amount was 
approved in 2013 and was intended to cover the “fixed” portion of the water rates and 
provide $44 towards sewer.  When Measure J was approved last year, a portion of the 
revenue was set aside for the WAP.  For the first year, we left the amount and the 3 
month maximum use guidelines in place to get better data on usage of the program.  For 
FY15, we only had 129 customers utilize the program for a total cost of $28,023 (there 
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was $75,000 available).  The committee discussed different options to change the 
program including increasing the amount, increasing the number of months a customer 
can use the program, and annualizing the amount available.  Additionally, the Committee 
felt strongly that additional outreach to the community (strategic marketing) needs to be 
done to get the program information to those who need it and may not know about it, 
ideally reaching at least 300 customers. 

Lynn agreed to get a few questions answered for the next meeting: 1.) Can the City’s 
financial software allow an election for either a certain number of months or annualized 
payment over 12 months? and 2.) Who is our typical user of the program (seniors, people 
unemployed, etc.)? 

 With those answers, the Committee will make a recommendation at their next meeting. 

9. Drought Surcharge 
 
Lynn explained that Woodland is not considering imposing a drought surcharge at this 
time.  If that ever becomes necessary, it would be subject to a new Proposition 218 
process.  Future water rate increases that go through the Proposition 218 process will 
most likely contain a provision for a drought surcharge should one ever be needed. 
 

10. Future Topics 
• Water Portal 
• Water Assistance Program Continued Discussion 
• Update to the Water Rate Study 

11. Next Meeting 

September 2, 2015, 6:00 p.m. – Woodland Community & Senior Center 

12. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 

 

 

 


