
City of Woodland 

Meeting Minutes – October 7, 2015 

Water Utility Advisory Committee (WUAC) 

 

1. Roll Call  

Present:  Phil Hogan, Jon Hubble, Betty Kaelin, AK Khera, John McKean, Dave Giger, 

Bob Schoech 

Absent:  Harland Morley, Tom Price, Dean Simeroth 

Staff Present:  Tim Busch, Roberta Childers, Kim McKinney, Greg Meyer, Lynn 

Johnson, Jordan Power 

2. Public Comment – NONE 

3. Committee and Staff Comments 

Dave Giger asked how a resident could get help from the City when they have a broken 

sprinkler that causes an extreme spike in their water bill.  Kim McKinney explained that 

the resident should call the City’s utility billing division to request an adjustment for that 

month’s bill assuming leak has been fixed. 

John McKean reported on the ASR Well Drilling at Fern’s Park and requested a future 

briefing on ASR Well Technology. 

Roberta Childers introduced our newest City employee, Jordan Power, who is the City’s 

newest Water Conservation Coordinator.  Jordan has previous experience working with 

Tuleyome Home Place Adventures program and as Outreach Coordinator for the 

California Association of Resource Conservation Districts. 

Lynn reported that the proposals for the Water Portal software are due on October 13th.  

She asked who wanted to assist in reviewing the proposals along with City staff, and Jon 

Hubble and Bob Schoech volunteered. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from August 5, 2015 were approved as presented 

5. September 30
th

 – Ground Water Levels 

Tim shared the September 30
th

 Ground Water levels which have risen 30 feet since June.  

They are also 3 feet higher than a year ago.  We continue to see the ground water table 

rise as crop irrigation slows down (and tomatoes are harvested).  
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6. SB 88 -  Tim Busch, Principal Civil Engineer 

This bill requires larger water agencies to take over smaller water utilities if they cannot 

meet regulatory requirements.  There are many smaller water utilities in the central valley 

that may be impacted by this bill.  If there were a community-based water district nearby, 

they could be forced to join our water utility and we would be forced to accommodate 

them.  The bill is silent as to fees for such a connection.  We have not yet heard of any 

districts in the State that have been impacted.  There is one water district in our vicinity, 

Westucky, that could potentially of fall into this category.  Westucky is located north of 

Kentucky/west of West Street and has 12-14 houses.  Their water is provided by a 

privately owned well. 

7. Update to Water Rate Study 

 

Lynn explained that HDR Engineering is currently under contract with the City to review 

our current water enterprise funding program to determine what kind of increase needs to 

occur in January for our water rates.  We have authority to impose up to a 17% increase, 

but we would like to do something less than that.  There are several variables in the 

update including switching our largest water customer to recycled water, paying the debt 

service on the loan for the Recycled Water Project, and the need for additional ASR 

Wells to address the Chromium 6 requirements.  The plan is to incorporate these 

variables into our current rate model as well as update information pertaining to debt 

service on the Water Treatment Facility and related local projects.  We will then project 

out what the next five (5) years look like to see what the possibilities are for the January 

rate reduction. 

 

The process for determining rates includes looking at the revenue requirement, the cost of 

service and the rate design for each class of service.  Rates must be cost based, equitable 

between classes of service and the rate design must be easy to understand and provide 

revenue stability for the utility.  We will go through the specifics of Woodland’s rate 

model at the next meeting. 

 

8. Water Assistance Program (WAP) 

The current Water Assistance Program provides $58.75 for up to 3 months for people 

who are home owners and currently on PG&E’s CARE program.  This amount was 

approved in 2013 and was intended to cover the “fixed” portion of the water rates and 

provide $44 towards sewer.  When Measure J was approved last year, a portion of the 

revenue was set aside for the WAP.  For the first year, we left the amount and the 3 

month maximum use guidelines in place to get better data on usage of the program.  For 

FY15, we only had 129 customers utilize the program for a total cost of $28,023 (there 
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was $75,000 available).  The committee discussed different options to change the 

program including increasing the amount, increasing the number of months a customer 

can use the program, and annualizing the amount available. 

The Committee took action to recommend to the City Council changes to the WAP that 

would provide $75/month for up to 6 months in a rolling 12 month period.  The item will 

be presented to Council on October 20
th

 for action.   

 

9. Future Topics 

 Update to the Water Rate Study 

 Water Portal 

 ASR Well Technology 

10. Next Meeting 

November 4, 2015, 6:00 p.m. – Woodland Community & Senior Center 

11. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

 

 

 


