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Report in Brief 
 
During the November 28 City/County 2x2 meeting, the elected representatives discussed the need to 
focus additional legislative attention in the United States Congress on the Interstate 5/State Route 
113 (5/113) connector. This project has been recognized by regional government organizations as a 
transportation improvement of strategic importance. Given the high priority of the project, the 
elected representatives believe that the City and County should engage a firm to provide federal 
advocacy services in order to seek funds that will facilitate the development and completion of this 
critical project. The County has previously engaged Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer and Feld LLP 
(Akin Gump) to provide federal advocacy services. This firm includes former Congressman Vic 
Fazio as one of its Senior Advisors who has successfully provided legislative advocacy in 
association with the County’s agreement. Based on the need to seek funds for a critical 
transportation project and the County’s previous success with Akin Gump, the elected 
representatives agreed to solicit a proposal from the firm that would enable the City Council to 
consider a similar engagement. Following the November 28 meeting, the City received a proposal 
from Mr. Fazio on behalf of Akin Gump for federal advocacy services. The proposal is attached for 
the City Council’s consideration. 
 
 Staff recommends that the City Council approve the proposal from Akin Gump to provide federal 
advocacy services in association with the 5/113 connector project and authorize the City Manager to 
complete an agreement as described herein.  
 
Background 
 
The 5/113 freeway to freeway connector would enable traffic using northbound I-5 to transition onto 
southbound State Route 113 without having to use City streets. Currently, traffic from Natomas, the 
Sacramento Airport and other southerly points of interest must exit at either Main Street or County 
Road 102 from northbound I-5 and mix with local traffic in order to make this transition. In many 
cases, the transition traffic includes large trucks leaving the airport for delivery destinations in Davis 
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or other areas in the vicinity. Traffic models that project continued growth of the region and use of 
the Sacramento airport for shipping goods and materials suggest that traffic congestion on local 
streets and roads will worsen without completion of the 5/113 connector. 
 
In recognition of these impacts, this project has been a longstanding transportation priority for the 
City of Woodland and the City’s transportation funding partners, including the County, Yolo County 
Transportation District (YCTD), Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) and Cal 
Trans.  The project has been the next priority after the West Sacramento Harbor Blvd. project, which 
is nearing completion.  On October 16, 2007 the City Council reaffirmed its continued support of the 
5/113 project and remains committed to seeking regional and state funds to complete on-going 
design, right of way acquisition and construction. Completion of the design and right of way 
acquisition will enable the project to be designated as “shelf ready” and eligible for construction 
should funds become available. 
 
The current total cost estimate for the project is $61 million.  Of this $61 million, there is $5.7 
million in current project funding with $7.5 million in additional funding required to get the project 
“shelf ready”. The City and YCTD have asked SACOG to allocate the $7.5 million available from 
the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funds to complete the design and right of way 
acquisition. SACOG is expected to formally act on the request later this month. Final funding 
recommendations on the regional allocation of transportation funds will be approved later this year 
by the California Transportation Commission.    
 
The November 28, 2007 City/County 2x2 agenda included a discussion regarding the 5/113 project. 
During this discussion, County elected representatives (Chair Chamberlain and Supervisor Rexroad) 
discussed with the City’s elected representatives (Vice Mayor Davies, Councilmember Monroe) the 
opportunity to focus additional legislative attention at the federal level on the 5/113 project. This 
opportunity is based on the strategic importance of the project, current political climate in 
Washington and federal recognition of the state’s budgetary restraints. The elected representatives 
discussed alternatives for providing additional federal legislative attention, including the concept of 
coordinating the use of a legislative advocacy firm with a successful track record in generating funds 
for similar projects. 
 
As the Council may be aware, the County has engaged Akin Gump for federal advocacy services. 
This firm includes as one of its Senior Advisors Vic Fazio who represented the Yolo County area for 
20 years as a member of the United States Congress. Mr. Fazio’s experience in Washington, 
knowledge of Yolo County and successful track record with the County as a legislative advocate 
suggested that coordinating the use of a legislative advocacy firm at this time may lead to a 
successful result. The elected representatives and staff from the City and the County agreed to seek a 
proposal from Akin Gump to present to the City Council for consideration of federal legislative 
advocacy.  
 
In mid-December staff received a proposal from Mr. Fazio to engage Akin Gump for federal 
legislative advocacy services. The proposal is attached to this report.   
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Discussion 
 
The proposal from Akin Gump will provide federal legislative advocacy services in association with 
the 5/113 project primarily through the efforts of two of the firm’s staff members. As stated 
previously, Mr. Fazio will be a co-leader of the team responsible for the proposed engagement. As a 
Senior Advisor within Akin Gump, Mr. Fazio’s efforts have helped resolve policy issues or generate 
federal funds for the Yolo County region in association with several projects. During the 2007 
legislative year Akin Gump and Mr. Fazio worked with the California congressional delegation to 
include $140,000 for a West Sacramento after school literacy program and $400,000 for the YCTD 
bus maintenance facility. While bills that would appropriate these funds may still be vetoed by the 
President, the work required to include these local requests in federal legislation was completed by 
Akin Gump with the assistance of Mr. Fazio. 
 
The proposal also lists Susan Lent as a co-leader of the team. Ms. Lent is a senior partner in a public 
law and policy practice that represents cities, counties and other public agencies in a broad range of 
issues with emphasis on transportation. Transportation issues listed as part of Ms. Lent’s resume 
include federal-aid construction, railroad regulation and movement of hazardous materials. Before 
coming to Akin Gump, Ms. Lent served as counsel for Investigations and Oversight in the U.S. 
House of Representatives where she was involved in the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st 
Century. Ms. Lent’s experience suggests that she is well qualified to represent the transportation 
interests of local governments in their efforts to secure federal funding for projects of strategic 
importance.  
 
If the attached proposal is approved by the City Council, the City Manager will work with Akin 
Gump to draft and execute an agreement for consulting services. Following execution of the 
agreement, Akin Gump will transmit the importance of the 5/113 connector to members of Congress 
in key positions. Mr. Fazio and Ms. Lent will demonstrate the favorable impact of the connector on 
congestion relief and how the project will support regional economic development. Although not 
listed in the proposal, it is important to note that the current political climate in Washington suggests 
that federal legislative advocacy efforts for this project may be well received. The Democratic 
majority in Congress has expressed interest in transportation projects during the 2008 legislative 
year and the California delegation is aware of the state’s financial constraints. In addition, the 
favorable safety and economic development impact of the 5/113 connector, regional support of the 
project through SACOG and the YCTD and connection of State Route 113 with Mr. Fazio on a 
personal level through the name of the freeway suggests that this point in time may represent the 
region’s best chance to secure federal funding. 
 
Fees for the scope of service described herein and within the attached proposal are listed at $5,000 
per month plus expenses for the 2008 calendar year. The proposed fees are less than the standard 
fees because Akin Gump’s work on the 5/113 connector project will be closely coordinated with 
similar work the firm will provide for the project on behalf of the County. Staff believes the fees are 
reasonable, especially when considering the importance of the 5/113 project.        
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The Akin Gump proposal also notes that the firm includes over 40 lawyers and other professionals 
that are available to assist Mr. Fazio and Ms. Lent in the proposed engagement. Other issues listed in 
the proposal for potential assistance to the City include regulatory compliance, project development 
and procurement issues.  
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
The fees for the proposed agreement are $5,000 per month plus expenses based on a one-year 
engagement. Estimated expenses associated with the agreement are $7,000. Staff proposes to fund 
the agreement by utilizing one time savings from recent unanticipated personnel vacancies for the 
remainder of FY 2007-08 of $30,000 for the monthly fee and $3,500 for expenses, as needed. The 
remaining amount of $30,000 for the monthly fee and $3,500 for expenses will be included as an 
expenditure request for the FY 2008-09 budget.     
 
Public Contact 
 
Posting of the City Council agenda. A copy of the agenda and report was provided to Vic Fazio and 
Akin Gump. 
 
Council Committee Recommendation 
 
The City representatives to the City/County 2x2 (Vice Mayor Davies and Councilmember Monroe) 
expressed support for the City Council’s consideration of the proposed engagement of Akin Gump 
as described herein. 
 
Alternative Courses of Action 
 

1. Approve the proposal from Akin Gump to provide federal advocacy services in association 
with the 5/113 connector project and authorize the City Manager to complete an agreement 
as described herein. 

2. Cease further consideration of an agreement to provide federal legislation advocacy services 
in association with the 5/113 connector project as described herein. 

 
Recommendation for Action 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve Alternative No. 1.  
 
 
  
Mark G. Deven 
City Manager 
 
 
 
Attachment: Akin Gump Proposal 




























