
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR  
AND CITY COUNCIL 

DATE: December 4, 2007 

SUBJECT: Preferential Parking Area for Criminal Justice 
Purposes 

AGENDA ITEM 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Report in Brief 
 
The Yolo County District Attorney’s Office and the Probation Department have submitted requests 
for designated parking spaces close to their offices in downtown Woodland. Staff has reviewed these 
requests and conducted a Public Hearing before the Traffic Commission. The Commission approved 
the designation and related conditions as described herein at their November 5 meeting. As required 
by the City Code, the designation of preferred parking must be reviewed by the City Council during 
a Public Hearing and approved before the action can be implemented.  
 
Staff recommends that the City Council conduct a Public Hearing and approve the designation of a 
Preferential Parking Area for criminal justice purposes in the area of the Yolo County Courthouse to 
include the following:           
  

a. Designation of  six (6) parking spaces in front of 301 Second Street, (Yolo County 
District Attorney’s Office) and two (2) parking spaces in front of 275 First Street 
(Traffic Court) for Police Motorcycle parking (1) and prisoner transport van parking 
(1). 

 
b. Authorize the Chief of Police to designate parking spaces as they may be required 

due to construction of the new downtown courthouse as needed to facilitate the safe 
and efficient conduct of criminal justice business.  

 
c. Stipulate that the established preferential parking district will cease upon completion 

of construction of a new Yolo County Courthouse.   
 

Background 
 
Section 14-7-10.1 of the Code of the City of Woodland authorizes a preferential parking program 
which allows for the reservation of specific parking spaces for permitted vehicles.  The City Code 
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(see attached) was generally written to provide adequate parking for existing residents in areas 
where commuter traffic was taking residential spaces. The process for designating preferential 
parking areas protects parking resources by requiring public notice and an opportunity to be heard 
through the public hearing process.   
 
The City received requests from the County of Yolo Departments to assist with specific parking in 
the area surrounding the court house.  There are two specific requests: 
 

1) The District Attorney’s Office and Police Chief Carey Sullivan have requested 6 spaces in 
front of the District Attorney’s office at 301 Second Street. 

 
2) The Yolo County Probation Department has requested one space for prisoner van parking 

and one space for motorcycle parking on First Street between Court and North Streets. 
 
The District Attorney’s Office currently has no designated parking.  Their County owned vehicles 
are outfitted with emergency equipment and carry specialized investigative and law enforcement 
equipment.  These vehicles are designated as emergency vehicles and some of the staff assigned to 
this Office includes members of an emergency response team.  
  
Police Motorcycles which park next to the traffic court at the corner of First and Court Streets 
currently have no designated parking spots.  This location would allow them to have a designated 
space next to the traffic court.  The prisoner van requested by the Probation Department needs to 
have a dedicated parking space close to the trailer court building in order to take prisoners to their 
hearings. 
 
A preferential parking area which encompasses all on-street and off-street public parking spaces in 
the area bounded by First Street and Third Street and Dead Cat Alley and North Street is proposed to 
address these issues (see attached map).   While establishing this preferential parking district for 
judicial purposes and anticipating the construction of the new county courthouse, it is requested that 
the Police Chief be authorized to designate other spaces within the district needed for official 
emergency vehicles.  Any added spaces would be limited, and only for use by vehicles that provide 
essential services to the court function such as transportation and/or court security, or other criminal 
justice functions. 
 
As required by City Code, a public hearing on the proposed preferential parking district was held 
before the Traffic Safety Commission on November 5, 2007.  The Commission received a staff 
report and public input during the hearing.   On conclusion of the public hearing the Commission 
approved the proposed preferential parking district with an added condition that the district cease 
once the courthouse construction is completed.  
 
The City Code requires a public hearing before the City Council for final action on creating a 
preferential parking district.   
 
Discussion 
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Parking in general but specifically in our downtown area is a limited resource.  Allocation of this 
resource requires thorough consideration and public input.  The procedure for creating preferential 
parking districts is intended to ensure these processes occur.  
 
The requests for the designated spaces is intended to maintain public safety by keeping emergency 
vehicles secure and in close proximity to their drivers, and provide safer ingress and egress of 
prisoners into the court facility complex.  
 
The parking demand on First Street where parking for the prisoner van parking and the motorcycle 
parking is proposed is not as high as other locations downtown. All of the spaces designated for 
permit parking will be posted, and authorized vehicles excluding police motorcycles will be required 
to display a permit issued by the Police Department. 
 
Construction of the new courthouse will likely require that the location of these spaces will need to 
be adjusted in order to maintain the safety and efficiency of the court operation.  To facilitate safe 
operation of the courts during the construction period the proposed action includes authority for the 
Police Chief to designate other spaces as needed for these official emergency vehicles.  Any of these 
added spaces would be limited, and only for use by vehicles that provide essential services to the 
court function such as transportation, court security or other criminal justice functions. This 
authority would allow for prompt designation of spaces in response to changing construction 
impacts. 
 
Though not all possibilities can be anticipated, it is believed that this broader authority would not 
involve more than a few additional spaces and likely be for limited time periods.  A condition of 
designating spaces under this provision would be that the Police Chief and/or other appropriate staff 
must provide periodic updates to downtown businesses and report changes in the designation of 
parking spaces to the Traffic Safety Commission and the City Council at their next respective 
meetings. This condition will ensure notification and public comment. 
 
The City Code requires that a study be performed to show that the areas are adversely affected by 
commuter vehicles.  While this situation does not apply exactly to the City Code, it is reasonable 
that the existing building residents (the DA’s office) could make the justification that the parking in 
front of their building is impacted by the general demand for downtown parking.  While the City 
would not consider this type of request for other downtown property owners, staff believes there is a 
public safety impact associated with this request.  Currently, these vehicles are parked in two hour 
stalls close to their office. Because the vehicles from the DA’s are already parked downtown, the 
designation of specific spaces should have an insignificant impact on the availability of downtown 
parking spaces.  Any future parking spaces utilized within this preferential parking area would likely 
have a similar justification. 
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Fiscal Impact 
 
If this request is approved, Yolo County has committed to reimbursing the City for the cost of the 
signs required to implement the designated parking. Therefore, there will be no impact on the City 
General Fund.  
 
Public Contact 
 
Prior to the Traffic Safety Commission meeting, the attached letter was distributed to property 
owners and/or residents for all addresses in the preferential parking area plus one additional block 
beyond the boundary.  In addition, a press release and a public hearing notice were sent out in 
anticipation of the November 5, 2007 Traffic Safety Commission meeting.  Prior to the City Council 
meeting, a public hearing notice was sent out and the Council Agenda was posted. 
 
Commission Recommendation 
 
At their meeting on November 5, 2007, the Traffic Safety Commission approved the recommended 
actions as described herein.  
 
Alternative Courses of Action 
 

1. Conduct a Public Hearing and approve the establishment of a Designation of a Preferential 
Parking Area for criminal justice purposes in the area of the Yolo County Courthouse to 
include the following:          
  

a. Designation of  six (6) parking spaces in front of 301 Second Street, (Yolo County 
District Attorney’s office) and two (2) parking spaces in front of 275 First Street 
(Traffic Court) for Police Motorcycle parking (1) and prisoner transport van parking 
(1).           
  

b. Authorize the Chief of Police to designate parking spaces as they may be required 
due to construction of the new downtown courthouse as needed to facilitate the safe 
and efficient conduct of criminal justice business.     
  

c. Stipulate that the established preferential parking district will cease upon completion 
of construction of a new Yolo County Courthouse.   
 

2. Not approve the establishment of a preferential parking district for judicial purposes.   
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Recommendation for Action 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve Alternative No. 1.  
 
 
      Prepared By:  Brent Meyer 
        City Traffic Engineer 
       

 
Reviewed by: Carey Sullivan 

        Police Chief 
 

 
    
Mark G. Deven 
City Manager 
 
 
Attachments:  Map of preferential parking area 
  City code excerpts (section 14-7-10) 
  Letter to business owners/occupants 
  List of conditions 
  Resolution 
   















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Public Works Department   300 First Street   Woodland, CA 95695   (530) 661-5961   (530) 661-5844 Fax 
 
 
October 26, 2007 
 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Preferential Parking for Criminal Justice Purposes 
 
Dear Owner/Tenant, 
 
The Traffic Safety Commission will be considering a request for a preferential 
parking district at their next meeting on Monday, November 5 at 6:30 pm in the 
City Hall Council Chambers, 300 First Street. 
 
The Specific item that will be heard is as follows: 
 
That the Traffic Safety Commission recommend the creation of a preferential 
parking area and approve the list of conditions for affected parking spaces from 
1st to 3rd streets and North Street to Dead Cat Alley for the specific criminal 
justice purposes: 

1) Six spaces in front of 301 Second St (DA’s office) and one space for both 
motorcycle parking and prisoner van parking on First Street, 

2) Designated spaces as may be required due to construction of the new 
downtown court house and needed to facilitate the safe and efficient 
conduct of criminal justice business.  

 
Though not all possibilities can be anticipated, it is believed that this broader 
authority (item #2 above) would not involve more than a few additional spaces 
and likely be for limited time periods.  A condition of designating spaces under 
this provision would be that the Police Chief must report the designation to the 
Traffic Safety Commission at their next meeting. 
 
If you would like to comment on this issue, please arrive a few minutes early to 
fill out a comment card.  If you cannot attend and would like to voice your 
opinion, you may also write a letter to the commission at the above address. 
 
If you have any question please feel free to contact Police Chief Carey Sullivan 
at (530) 661-7834 or e-mail him at carey.sullivan@cityofwoodland.org. 
 
 
Attachments: Draft Traffic Safety Commission staff report 
  Map of preferential parking area 

mailto:carey.sullivan@cityofwoodland.org


List of conditions for the preferential parking area from 1st to 3rd 
Streets and North Street to Dead Cat Alley: 

• The Police Department will be the permit issuing agent 
• Parking permits will be issued under the direction of the Police Chief 
• Permits shall be displayed in a manner determined by the Police Chief 
• There will be no fee for these permits 
• The time limit for the parking spaces is 7 am to 6 pm, except Saturdays, 

Sundays and holidays 
• Permits are valid for one year. 
• The specific spaces will be designated by the Police Chief 
• The Public Works Department will display applicable signage in coordination 

with the Police Department 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. _____ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODLAND 
PROVIDING A PREFERENTIAL/RESERVED AREA 

FOR THE YOLO COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE AND 
THE YOLO COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodland has been requested by the Yolo County District Attorney’s 

Office and the Yolo County Probation Department to provide for designated 
preferential parking areas in specific locations to facilitate safety issues for the 
vehicles and contents and the safe transport of prisoners to the Court House 
facility; and, 

 
WHEREAS, City Municipal Code Section 14-7-10-1 sets forth the parameters for designation 

of such preferential parking areas; and, 
 
WHEREAS, all appropriate noticing requirements have been achieved and the proposed areas 

to be designated have been approved by the Traffic Safety Commission; and,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Woodland does hereby (1) designate six 

(6) parking spaces in front of 301 Second Street (Yolo County District Attorney’s 
Office) and two (2) parking spaces in front of 275 First Street (Traffic Court) for 
Police Motorcycle parking (1) and prisoner transport van parking (1); and, (2) 
authorizes the Chief of Police to so designate parking spaces as they may be 
required due to construction of the new downtown Court House as needed to 
facilitate the safe and efficient conduct of criminal justice business; and, (3) 
stipulates that the established preferential parking district will cease upon 
completion of construction of the new Yolo County Court House. 

 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Woodland does hereby 

approve this Resolution to so establish this preferential parking area as allowed 
by current Municipal Code. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 4th day of December, 2007, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: 
              
        David M. Flory, Mayor 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:     ATTEST: 
 
              
Ann M. Siprelle, City Attorney Sue Vannucci, Director of 

Administrative Services/City Clerk 
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