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Report in Brief 
 
The election costs for City Council and ballot measures requested by individual entitles are borne 
initially by the County of Yolo Elections Division.  Those costs are then prorated back to the 
participating entities.  This year, the City of Woodland’s share of that cost is $33,775.03. 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council receive the costs for the June 3, 2008 Statewide Direct 
Primary Election which included the election for three Council positions. 
 
 
Background 
 
In each even-numbered year, the Woodland City Council Members who have expiring terms must 
either determine whether they will seek an additional term of office or choose to not seek re-election.  
As well, interested citizens may also choose to run for office as a member of the Woodland City 
Council.   
 
The City elected several years ago to request the County Clerk/Elections Office conduct these 
elections as a means of consolidating the election process among all entities who were also 
conducting elections.  This consolidation brought the cost and the workload down substantially to 
the Woodland City Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
Discussion
 
Election law dictates the process for conduct of an election and is considerably complex.  Deviations 
from the law can be devastating to the candidates and an error can cost the candidate the election 
outcome.  It is paramount that experts in the Election Code be utilized for the process.  For that and 
other reasons, the utilization of the Yolo County Clerk Elections Office is vital to proper election 
conduct.  The shear magnitude of the details indicates it is more prudent to utilize the services of 
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these officials.  While the cost for the election seems to be significant, the fact that it is shared 
between twelve other entities provides the most efficient means for conducting this process. 
 
Fiscal Impact
 
The City budget includes an estimated amount to cover our portion of the cost to conduct the 
Council elections. As stated previously, Woodland’s share is $33,775.03.  It should be noted that the 
candidates themselves also share in the cost.  Should the candidate wish to have a Candidate 
Statement published, the cost is determined and a check is made payable to the County for that 
printing cost.  The cost per candidate for printing the Candidate's Statement was $743.42 for English 
only and an optional Spanish translation for an additional $837.42, totaling $1,580.84.  The law 
provides that in hardship cases, the candidate may defer the payment of the fee at the time of filing, 
but must pay those fees upon receipt of income during the election.  This year there was had one 
candidate who completed a deferral and was approved by the County to pay at a later time.  That 
candidate, while unsuccessful in the campaign, has now refused to pay the fee and the City either 
must take the former candidate to court to attempt to collect, or absorb the cost.  It is likely the City 
would receive no remuneration from this former candidate should we go to court and would also 
have to absorb the cost of the court proceedings.   
 
Public Contact
 
Posting of the City Council agenda. 
 
 
Recommendation for Action
 
Staff recommends that the City Council receive the costs for the June 3, 2008 Statewide Direct 
Primary Election which included the election for three Council positions. 
 

  
Prepared by: Sue Vannucci, Director of 
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