
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: Revised Massage Ordinance to Eliminate Conflicts with State Law 

DATE:  July 21, 2009 

 
 

 
 
 

TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
In September 2008 Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed into law Senate Bill 731.  This bill is 
an act to add and repeal Chapter 10.5 (commencing with Section 4600) of Division 2 of the Business 
and Professions Code, relating to massage therapy.  These changes take effect September 1, 2009.  
Woodland’s current Massage Ordinance as written is in conflict with the new State regulations and 
would be unenforceable in its current form, at least with respect to massage technicians who obtain 
State certification. 
 
Staff recommends that Council adopt Ordinance     to amend massage establishment 
regulations in order to eliminate conflicts with State law.  
 
 
Background 
 
Council received a full report regarding the rationale for submission of this request to revise the 
current Code language to incorporate the new State requirements into the Code.  Staff has received 
mostly positive feedback from the local professional Certified Massage Therapists and Certified 
Massage Practitioners in the City who support this Ordinance.   
 
 
Discussion 
 
The Police Department has reviewed the proposed Ordinance and does not find any of the revised 
provisions would limit the ability of law enforcement to identify and control illegal practices by 
individual masseuses or massage establishments.   
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Fiscal Impact 
 
Adoption of the revised Ordinance may result in a very limited reduction in revenue as fees 
associated with the inspection of massage establishments is collected through the permitting process.  
Establishments operating under the authority of the California Massage Therapy Council are by law 
exempt from local permitting and therefore inspection related costs would go unfunded.   
 
 
Public Contact 
 
Posting of the City Council agenda and staff discussions with various massage practitioners. 
 
 
Recommendation for Action 
 
Staff recommends that City Council adopt Ordinance No.    to amend massage establishment 
regulations in order to eliminate conflicts with State law as described herein.  
 
 

Prepared by: Sue Vannucci, Director 
 of Administrative  Services 

 
 
  
Mark G. Deven 
City Manager 
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