
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: Tree City USA Recertification 

DATE:  December 1, 2009 

 
 

 
 
 

TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The City of Woodland has a long standing history of being recognized as the City of Trees which is 
largely due to the community’s commitment to the well being of the City’s urban forest. In 
recognition of this commitment, Woodland has been annually certified since 2000 as a “Tree City 
USA”. The attached resolution and other documents will be filed upon the City Council’s approval 
with the National Arbor Day Foundation in order to recertify the City of Woodland as a “Tree City 
USA” for the tenth consecutive year. 
 
Staff recommends that Council adopt Resolution No. ______ supporting the application for Tree 
City USA Recertification and authorize staff to submit the application packet that will recertify the 
City of Woodland as a Tree City USA. 
 
 
Background 
 
The Tree City USA program is sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation 
with the U.S. Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters. Woodland was 
designated as a Tree City USA for the first time in 2000 and has been recertified every year since. 
 
A community’s public image is a very real phenomenon and important in many ways. Being a Tree 
City USA helps present the kind of image that most citizens want to have for the place they live or 
conduct business. The Tree City USA signs that are located on roadways at primary entrances tell 
visitors that here is a community that cares about its environment. It is also an indication to 
prospective businesses that the quality of life is better here. It has also been known to be a factor in 
where meetings or conferences have been held. 
 
Preference is sometimes given to Tree City USA communities over other communities when 
allocations or grant money is made available for trees or forestry programs. The main reason for this 
is that there are invariably more requests than available funds when grants are made available 
through state or federal agencies. If requests are equally worthy, some officials tend to have more 
confidence in communities that have demonstrated the foresight of becoming a Tree City USA. 
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To be eligible for Tree City USA certification cities must have: 
 

1. A Tree Board or Department 
2. A Community Tree Ordinance 
3. A Community Forestry Program with an annual budget of at least $2 per capita 
4. An Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation 

 
The City meets the above standards in 2009 by employing staff in the Tree Group of the Public 
Works Department, supporting the Parks and Recreation Commission, having a tree ordinance, 
having a tree maintenance program budget of $645,397 and celebrating Arbor Day.  
 
 
Discussion 
 
Support of this recertification would reflect the City’s continuing commitment to the community’s 
urban forest and the quality of life that these assets provide the Woodland residents and businesses. 
Recertification also supports Woodland’s heritage as the “City of Trees.” 
 
 
Public Contact 
 
Posting of the City Council agenda. 
 
 
Commission Recommendation 
 
Tree City USA recertification is supported by the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
 
Recommendation for Action 
 
Staff recommends that Council adopt Resolution No. ______ supporting the application for Tree 
City USA Recertification and authorize staff to submit the application packet that will recertify the 
City of Woodland as a Tree City USA. 
 Prepared by: Robert G. Sanders 
  ROW Infrastructure Superintendent 
 
 Reviewed by: Gregor G. Meyer 
  Public Work Director 
 
  
Mark G. Deven 
City Manager 
Attachments 



RESOLUTION   
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WOODLAND SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION 

FOR TREE CITY U.S.A. RECERTIFICATION 
 
 

WHEREAS, the National Arbor Day Foundation, in cooperation with the U. S. Forest Service 
and the National Association of State Foresters, recognizes towns and cities across 
America that meet the standards of the TREE CITY USA program; and 

 
WHEREAS, trees reduce the erosion of topsoil, cut heating and cooling costs, moderate 

temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen, provide habitat for wildlife and beautify 
our community; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Woodland Parks and Recreation Commission was established by City Ordinance 

“to act in an advisory capacity in matters pertaining to the planting and maintenance 
of trees growing on public property…”; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodland has further demonstrated its commitment to the urban forest 

by allocating significant budgetary and human resources to its care; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodland supports Arbor Day activities to promote public awareness of 

the tremendous value of trees as a renewable resource in our community; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodland proudly embraces its reputation as “The City of Trees”; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodland was honored with the designation of Tree City U.S.A. for the 

first time in 2000, and has been recertified every year since. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Woodland fully 

supports the Parks and Recreation Commission application to recertify the City of 
Woodland as a “Tree City U.S.A.”. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS first day of December, 2009 by the following vote: 

 
 AYES: 
 NOES: 
 ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT: 
  
       
 Marlin “Skip” Davies, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
      
Susan L. Vannucci, CMC, City Clerk 





 
 
 
 

PROCLAMATION - ARBOR DAY 2009 
 
 

WHEREAS, in 1872 J. Sterling Morton proposed that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and, 
 
WHEREAS, this holiday, Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a million trees in Nebraska; and, 
 
WHEREAS, 2009 is the 137th anniversary of the holiday, and Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the 

world; and, 
 
WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut heating and cooling costs, 

moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce life-giving oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife; and, 
 
WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource, giving us paper, wood for our homes, and fuel for our fires and beautifying 

our community; and, 
 
WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Woodland does hereby proclaim Saturday, March 14, 2009 as Arbor 

Day in the City of Woodland, and urges all citizens to celebrate and support efforts to protect our trees and 
woodlands, to plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and future generations. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 3rd day of March, 2009. 
 
 
                

       Marlin H. Davies, Mayor 
 

Artemio Pimentel, Vice-Mayor  Martie L. Dote, Council Member 
 
William Marble, Council Member  Jeff W. Monroe, Council Member 



City of Woodland residents are invited to join in  
celebrating Arbor Day as we plant 20 trees at City 

Park .  Proper tree planting techniques will be  
taught.  Fun for the whole family! 

 
Meet us Saturday, March 14th, 9:00am at City 

Park (Cross Street @ Elm Street) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by the City of Woodland and the Woodland Tree Foundation 



Residentes de la Ciudad de Woodland están 
invitados a celebrar el Día del Árbol para plantar 20 

árboles en el parque (City Park).  Enseñaremos 
las técnicas apropriadas para plantar árboles. 

Diversión para toda la familia. 
 

Nos vemos el  sábado, 14 de Marzo a las 9:00am 
en el City Park (esquina de las calles Cross y Elm) 

 
 
 
 
 
 Patrónizado por la Ciudad de Woodland y el Woodland Tree Foundation 



Attachment 1 

City of Woodland 

Tree City USA 

Application for Recertification 2009 

 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

 

Members: Angie Dennie, John Murphy, Sam Crawford, Angel Barajas, and Marina 

Tapia 

 

2009 Meeting Dates: January 26, February 23, March 23, April 27, May 18, June 22, 

July 27, September 28, October 26, and November 23. 

 



CITY OF WOODLAND 

TREE CITY USA—APPLICATION FOR RECERTIFICATION 2009 

 

December 16, 2009 

 

 

ANNUAL WORK PLAN 
 

 

Compliance 

 

 Cyclical pruning has been set as a priority due to potential liability of non-maintenance of 

trees. Area 15 was started early, thus putting us ahead of our goal of a seven year pruning 

cycle.  

 To stay compliant with our HortScience elm tree maintenance schedule, staff pruned 14 

English Elms identified in the report.        

 

 

Operations 

 

 Weekly operations/safety/supervisors meetings. 

 Responded to 204 miscellaneous service requests. These requests included hazardous 

response and Right-of-Way (ROW) clearances. 

 Completed a total of 517 work orders. 

 Removed 60 trees due to poor health or safety concerns. 

 Ground down 47stumps. 

 Completed core area pruning of areas 18, 1, 7, 9, 10, 20, and 21 

 Planted 300 trees in various locations throughout the City. 

 Performed annual merit injections on 300 plus trees. This helps reduce infestation of 

aphids on the European Hackberry, the elm leaf beetle on the America Elm and the aphid 

on various varieties of Oak in the Spring Lake Area. 

 Issued 7 tree rebates on privately planted trees. 
 

Vendor Relations 

 

 Piggy-backed off Sacramento’s West Coast Arborist’s contract, bid #B071187038 for our 

cyclical pruning, large removals and large tree emergency response. We have developed 

a good report with this company and they have become very familiar with our City 

standards.  

 

 

 

 



 

Tree Group – Special Projects, Training and Studies 

 

 Assisted Tree Foundation with the planning and planting of approximately 40 trees. 

 The Urban Forestry Group, with the assistance of the Woodland Tree foundation 

Organized Arbor Day. There were a total of 30 trees planted. These were planted in 

various locations, ten trees were planted in Campbell Park, Two Oaks in City Park, and 

eighteen trees planted in City Maintenance Strips.      
 Training 

o CPR and First-aid classes through YCPARMIA. 

o Injury Illness Protection Plan (IIPP) – Annual training on safe work practices. 

o Liebert Cassidy Whitmore (LCW) – various managerial and supervisor classes. 

o Municipal Specialist- Senior Tree Trimmer Studied and passed the test for this 

Certification.  

o Climbing and rigging classes through Sherrill / Vermeer. 

o Arial rescue class through the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA).   

o Pesticide application through Pesticide Applicators Professional Association 

(PAPA) 
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