
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: Grant Two Access Easements to Foundation for Excellence at 
Woodland Christian School 

DATE:  December 1, 2009 

 
 

 
 
 

TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

 
 
Report in Brief 
 
On June 23, 2009, the Foundation for Excellence at Woodland Christian School contacted the City 
regarding legalizing the existing two easements that bridge the Woodland Christian School’s two 
properties (APN 41-070-039 & APN 41-080-013), located at the southern end of Matmor Road (See 
Exhibits 1 and 2).  The two properties are separated by the City of Woodland’s property called 
Farmer’s Central Ditch.  The Foundation was at the time in the process of purchasing the two 
properties from First Baptist Church of Woodland.  The title company for the sale of the school site 
noted that the southern parcel is landlocked with no public road access.  City staff responded to the 
Foundation’s request by indicating that City staff would seek to officially record the two access 
easements which were previously granted verbally to the School by the previous owners of Farmer’s 
Central Ditch.  As of July 1, 2009, the Foundation is the legal owner of the Woodland Christian 
School properties. 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council grant the two access easements to the Foundation for 
Excellence at Woodland Christian School as described herein and summarized in Exhibit 3. 
 
 
Background 
 
On May 19, 1999, the Yolo County Flood Control District (YCFCD) granted an encroachment 
permit to the First Baptist Church of Woodland to install a 48” diameter drainage pipe and fill in the 
ditch at two locations along Farmer’s Central Ditch (Yolo County Recorder Document 99-0015614).  
The encroachment permit was granted to allow the School to construct maintenance access points to 
their southern parcel which did not (and still does not) have vehicular access due to lack of paved 
roads.  The intention was for YCFCD to grant an access easement to the School after construction of 
the fill and drainage pipe.  However for unknown reasons the access easement paperwork was never 
completed. 
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For the past 10 years, the School has used the filled in portions of Farmer’s Central Ditch for access 
to their southern property for maintenance purposes.  The northern portion of the access road is 
fenced off to allow for only authorized access over Farmer’s Central Ditch. 
 
Farmer’s Central Ditch has and continues to serve as a drainage ditch to take storm runoff from the 
west side of Woodland to the east.  In preparation for future Spring Lake development, portions of 
Farmer’s Central Ditch were quitclaimed by the Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation 
District to the City of Woodland on February 20, 2009. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
The School has been using the two 20-feet wide and 33-feet long access roads over the Farmer’s 
Central Ditch for the past 10 years to access their southern parcel.  As the current owner of Farmer’s 
Central Ditch, the City can either allow or not allow the School access.  Staff is recommending that 
the City should officially grant the School access to the 2 crossings at Farmer’s Central Ditch.  
Should the City not grant the access easement, then the School will no longer have access to their 
southern property. 
 
Granting the access easements to the Foundation of Excellence at Woodland Christian School will 
have no material impact on the City or interfere with City operations. However, this action will 
favorably impact the Foundation by allowing access to the School’s southern property. Staff believes 
this action is consistent with the City’s collaborative values. 
 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
The Foundation has paid the City fees totaling $1,440.60 for the access easement.  The cost for the 
easement was $765.60 (based on the County Accessor’s value of the land of $0.29/sf) and they paid 
$675 in processing fees. 
 
 
Public Contact 
 
Posting of the City Council agenda. 
 
 

1. Grant the two access easements to the Foundation for Excellence at Woodland Christian 
School as described herein and summarized in Exhibit 3. 

Alternative Courses of Action 
 

 
2. Do not grant the two ingress/egress access easement to the Foundation for Excellence at 

Woodland Christian School. 
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Recommendation for Action 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve Alternative No. 1. 
 

 
 
Prepared by: Christopher Fong, P.E. 
 Associate Civil Engineer 
 
 
Reviewed by: Brent Meyer, P.E., S.E., T.E. 
 Principal Civil Engineer 
 
 
Reviewed by: Paul Siegel 
 Deputy Director CDD 

 
 
  
Mark G. Deven 
City Manager 
 
 
Attachments: Exhibit 1 – Vicinity Map 

Exhibit 2 – Aerial Image of the Site Showing Easements 
Exhibit 3 – Grant Deed document for 20’ Wide Access Easements 














	CD - CCD_CCCommunication_AccessEasements_12012009
	CD - EasementExhibit1
	CD - EasementExhibit2
	CD - EasementExhibit3

