
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: Farm Credit West General Plan Amendment and Rezone 

DATE:  December 1, 2009 

 
 

 
 
 

TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Planning Commission has forwarded a recommendation to the City Council for a General Plan 
Amendment and Rezone to change the General Plan Land Use Designation for two commercially 
zoned parcels (2.36 ac.) (APN 066-040-29 & 050-10), surrounded on three sides by the Pioneer Self 
Storage (480 Pioneer Avenue).   The General Plan Land Use Designation would be changed from 
Highway Commercial (HC) to General Commercial (GC), and the zoning would be changed from 
Highway Commercial (C-H) to General Commercial (C-2) (See Attachment A - Proposed General 
Plan Amendment & Rezone Exhibit).  
 
The Planning Commission’s recommendations included: 
 
A Resolution adopting the Negative Declaration (See Attachment B - Resolution Adopting a 
Negative Declaration for the Rezoning of the Farm Credit West Property); 
 
A Resolution amending the City General Plan Land Use Exhibit (See Attachment C - Resolution 
Amending the General Plan Land Use Diagram for the Farm Credit West Property); 
 
An Ordinance to rezone the Farm Credit West Property (See Attachment D - Ordinance 
Approving the Rezoning of the Farm Credit West Property). 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council Consider the Planning Commission’s recommendation and 
adopt the Negative Declaration, adopt the General Plan Amendment and approve the rezone of the 
Farm Credit West property.  
 
 

Pursuant to City Resolution No. 4516-B, a petition was submitted to file a General Plan Amendment, 
which was heard by the Planning Commission on February 7, 2008 for a similar project on the same 
site.   At that time the Planning Commission voted in support of the petition request to amend the land 
use from Commercial Highway to General Commercial.  Farm Credit West submitted their application 
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on August 3, 2009.  The determination from the prior petition review was applied to this project to 
expedite the process for the applicant. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
Staff considers the proposed change in land use from Highway Commercial (C-H) to General 
Commercial (C-2) be a minor change to the existing land use designation because the site, which is a 
relatively small area of land involving 2.06 acres, will likely have similar land uses with comparable 
or less traffic impacts than the existing land use designation.  Staff also considers the viability of this 
site developing with highway commercial uses very unlikely given the site’s inferior access, 
visibility, configuration and compatibility with adjoining uses. 
 
The property is an infill site and one of the last to develop in this area.  The site has long been 
planned for urban development and would likely remain vacant or underutilized given the land use 
designations and the site constraints.  The proposed land use change expands the commercial 
opportunities for the site. 
 
A draft Negative Declaration was circulated on September 21, 2009, for a 30-day comment period 
extending from September 22, 2009 to October 20, 2009. The City of Woodland has determined that 
the subject project, further defined and discussed in the attached Environmental Checklist / Initial 
Study will not have any significant effects on the environment.  As a result, the preparation of an 
environmental impact report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 of 
the Public Resources Code of the State of California) is not required.  Prior to taking an action on the 
project as recommended, the City Council must adopt the Negative Declaration as a final document 
and make specified findings required under CEQA and direct that a Notice of Determination be filed.  
Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21152 of the Public Resources Code 
requires the applicant to pay a State of California Fish and Games fee of $1,876.75 plus a $50.00 Yolo 
County recording fee. 
 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
There is no direct impact on City funds in association with the recommended action. 
 
 
Public Contact 
 
Posting of the City Council agenda. 
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1. Consider the Planning Commission’s recommendation and adopt the Negative Declaration, 
adopt the General Plan Amendment and approve the rezone of the Farm Credit West property.  

Alternative Courses of Action 
 

 
2. Provide alternative direction to staff.  

 
3. Cease further consideration of the Negative Declaration, General Plan Amendment and 

rezone of the Farm Credit West property. 
 
 

A. Proposed General Plan Amendment & Rezone Exhibit 

Recommendation for Action 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve Alternative No. 1. 
  
 
 
 
 Prepared by: Paul L. Hanson, AICP 
 Senior Planner 
 
 
 Reviewed by: Cindy Norris 
 Principal Planner 
 
 
 Reviewed by:  Paul Siegel 
 Deputy Director CDD 
 
 
 
  
Mark G. Deven 
City Manager 
 
Attachments: 
 

B. Resolution of the City Council of the City Of Woodland Adopting a Negative Declaration for 
the Rezoning of the Farm Credit West Property 

C. Resolution of the City Council of the City of Woodland Amending the General Plan Land Use 
Diagram for the Farm Credit West Property 

D. An Ordinance of the City Council of the City Of Woodland Approving the Rezoning of the 
Farm Credit West Property 
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