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TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR

AND CITY COUNCIL DATE: April 13, 2010

SUBJECT: Approve Plans and Specifications and Authorize Bid Advertisement
for Series Street Lighting Replacement Project (Main St.), Project
No. 08-06

Report in Brief

Project No. 08-06 will install new modern electrical wiring and street lights on Main Street between
West Street and EIm Street and between 3 and 6™ streets. The existing “series” type street lights
will be removed and the existing wiring will be disconnected and abandoned. Work also includes the
installation of conduit and electrical wiring and replacement of sidewalk curb and gutter where
required. The engineer’s estimate is $450,000.

Staff recommends that City Council approve the plans and specifications for the Series Street Light
Replacement Project (Main St.), Project No. 08-06, and authorize bid advertisement.

Background

This project consists of removing and replacing existing series street lights along Main Street
between West Street and Elm Street and between 3™ and 6" Streets. This type of series circuit
system runs at a constant amperage and ramps the voltage up to serve the number of lights on the
system. When there is a system fault (break or short circuit), the PGE “series” transformer
automatically ramps up the voltage to jump the break (by 1000s of volts). Because there is no circuit
breaker protection, this type of system results in safety concerns for citizens and operations staff.

Modern wiring includes circuit breaker protection and runs at a steady voltage (120 AC) and
therefore results in a safer and more efficient system. This project will connect to the existing
lighting circuitry. Additionally, the street light poles and bolts are at the end of their useful life due
to corrosion. PG&E has indicated that replacement parts for this system (“series” transformer and
switch) are difficult to find. This series street light system is outdated, unreliable, inefficient and in
need of replacement.
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The Economic Recovery Act was approved on February 17, 2009. The bill includes approximately $72
million in road funding for the Sacramento Area Council of Government (SACOG) area. The City of
Woodland’s allocation for this project is $550,000.

Discussion

Spacing of the new lights will meet the city’s current design standards for lighting on an arterial
street. There will be a slight reduction in the number of lights which will also economize on the
annual cost of running the lights.

The project will install 13 traditional pole & mast arm street lights (commonly known as “cobra”
head) from West to Cleveland Street replacing the 21 series street lights in this segment.

Consistent with the Downtown Specific Plan, the downtown style of post-top decorative light will be
installed from Cleveland to EIm and from 3" to 6™. Approximately the same amount of lights will be
installed in these road segments as are currently in place today.

The downtown style of light was previously installed in front of the Wiseman Building on the south
side of Main from 6" to East. This style of light was also previously installed from Elm to 3".

A full set of Plans and Specifications are available for review at the CDD public counter (520 Court
St).

The project has California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) clearance.

Fiscal Impact

The Capital Budget identifies a project total of $596,606 for this project, of which $550,000 is
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds (ARRA economic stimulus funding) for
construction and $46,606 is Community Development Block Grant funds (CDBG) for project
design.

Public Contact

Posting of the City Council agenda.
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Recommendation for Action

Staff recommends City Council approve the plans and specifications for the Series Street Light
Replacement Project (Main St.), Project No. 08-06, and authorize bid advertisement.
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