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SUBJECT: Endorse a Resolution for the Admission of the Yocha DeHe Wintun 
Nation to the Yolo Emergency Communications Agency and Direct 
Staff to Assist as Needed (Regional 911 System) 
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TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

 
 
Report in Brief 
 
At the February 3, 2010 meeting of the Yolo Emergency Communications Agency, agenda item 
number 11 addressed the potential admission of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation as a full member of 
the communications JPA.  The Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation submitted a resolution that stated its 
interest in becoming a full member of the JPA.  In the resolution it asked that all current JPA 
members garner their parent governing body’s endorsement of the proposal. 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council endorse the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation resolution to 
become a full member of the JPA membership to recognize the tribe as a full partner in regional 
emergency services. 
 

The Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation has been a contract member since 2004.  They are vital partners in 
providing emergency services in the western part of the county.  They have the only emergency 
medical team and full time fire crews that respond to dispatched calls at any time.  While they 
provide services to their casino business most of the dispatched services are to provide mutual aid or 
first responder services to accidents on Highway 16, county back roads and Interstate 505.  Last year 
the tribe’s emergency personnel responded to approximately 600 calls for service of which 225 

Background Information 
 
For more than eighteen months the Yolo Emergency Communications Agency Board has been 
collecting information on how the needs of the agency could be expanded to include other agencies 
that are currently contract members.  Contract members are agencies that partner with the JPA for 
communications and dispatch needs but are either out of county (Arbuckle, Colusa) or sovereign (the 
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation).  The JPA also contacted the City of Davis and the University of 
California Davis for their potential membership.  Some contract entities were not appropriate for a 
full membership and the City of Davis and the University of California Davis did not wish to 
become members. 
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(40%) were not connected to their casino business.  They also responded to nearly 100 that were 
classified as automatic or mutual aid dispatches. 
 
Because of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation’s sovereign status, state legislation is required for full 
membership.  The Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation has adopted a resolution, which among other items, 
authorizes Fire Chief Mike Chandler to retain appropriate legal counsel to undertake the necessary 
legislative steps to allow the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation’s admission to the JPA.  Membership by 
the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation may also necessitate amendments to the YECA JPA Memorandum 
of Agreement.   
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
None, but may affect the Yolo Emergency Communications Agency budget in an unspecified 
amount. 
 
Public Contact 
 
Posting of the City Council agenda. 
 

1. The City Council may endorse the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation resolution to become a full 
member of the JPA membership to recognize the tribe as a full partner in regional emergency 
services.  

Alternative Courses of Action 
 

2. The City Council may not endorse the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation resolution to become a 
full member of the JPA membership to recognize the tribe as a full partner in regional 
emergency services.  

 
Recommendation for Action: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council endorse the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation resolution to 
become full member of the JPA membership and to recognize the tribe as a full partner in regional 
emergency services.  
 
 
 Prepared by: Carey F. Sullivan 
 Chief of Police 
 
 
 
  
Carey F. Sullivan 
Acting City Manager 
 
Attachment:  Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation Resolution No. TC-01-19-10-08 
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