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       November 16, 1999 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL SESSION/CLOSED SESSION 

 

 

 The Woodland City Council met in special session at 6:00 p.m. in the 

second floor conference room of City Hall in order to convene a closed session.  

Before the closed session the Mayor announced the closed session topics. 
 

The Council then convened a closed session for a conference with Labor 

Negotiator (the City represented by Assistant City Manager Phil Marler and the 

City's Labor Negotiator William Avery) regarding the following employee 

organizations:  Woodland Professional Police Employees' Association, Woodland 

Police Supervisors' Association, and Woodland City Employees' Association (Sec. 

54957).  The Council then held a conference with legal counsel regarding 
existing litigation (Sec. 54956.9(a):  City of Woodland v. Walgreen (nuisance 

abatement).  A second conference with legal counsel was held regarding 

existing litigation (Sec. 54956.9(a):  Citizens for Responsible Mining v. State Water 

Resources Control Board and County of Yolo (99-CF01395). 

 

 Council Members present at the special meeting were:  Losoya, Borchard, 

Flory, Peart and Ryhal.  Council Members absent:  None.  City Manager Richard 

Kirkwood and Assistant City Manager Phillip Marler were also present for the 

closed session. 

 

The special session and closed session were adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR SESSION 

 

CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT: 

 

 Mayor Losoya advised that no Council action was taken during the 

closed session held at 6:00 p.m. tonight regarding the conference with the City's 

Labor Negotiator concerning the Woodland Professional Police Employees' 



COUNCIL MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 16, 1999 

PAGE 2 
 
 
Association, Woodland Police Supervisors' Association, and Woodland City 

Employees' Association.  He said Council gave direction for negotiators to 

proceed.  Regarding the closed session conferences with legal counsel on 

existing litigation the Council gave legal counsel direction to proceed in the 
matter of the City v. Walgreen. 

 

City Attorney Ann Siprelle said in the matter of Citizens for Responsible 

Mining v. the State Water Resources Control Board and County of Yolo the City 

Attorney was directed to take action to intervene or file an amicus or friend of 

the court brief to assist the County of Yolo and the State Water Resources 

Control Board. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

 Mayor Losoya convened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and invited 

everyone present to join him in the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America. 

 

ROLL CALL: 
 

 COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Losoya, Borchard, Flory, Peart, and Ryhal 

       
 COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Kirkwood, Marler, Kristensen, Siprelle, Wegener, Vicars, 

Rice, D. Hanson, P. Hanson, Tschudin 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR SACRAMENTO MAYOR JOE SERNA: 

 

 Mayor Losoya asked for a moment of silence in honor of Sacramento 

Mayor Joe Serna who passed away. 

 

MINUTES: 

 

 On motion of Vice Mayor Borchard, seconded by Council Member Peart 

and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council approved the minutes of the 

regular Council meeting of September 21, 1999, as prepared. 
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WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. From Janet Levers a letter was received urging the Council to 

consider wetlands as a method of treating the City's wastewater. 
 

 2. From the State Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control a copy 

of an application was received for an off sale general alcoholic beverage 

license for Economy Food Store, 7 West Court Street.  Council also received a 

copy of a letter from Police Chief Del Hanson to Associate Planner Ron Pinegar 

protesting the issuance of a Public Convenience or Necessity (PCN) letter for the 

store. 
 

3. From the State Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control a copy 

of an application was received for an on sale beer and wine license for Gelt 

Holdings, Inc., 120 Main Street (Woodland Shopping Center).  The Police 

Department had advised that they have no objections to the issuance of this 

license. 

 

4. From Woodmark Apartment Associates Limited Partnership a claim 
and an amended claim against the City were received regarding City fees paid 

in connection with their apartment project in Woodland.  The City Attorney 

recommended that the Council reject the claims and refer them to the City's 
insurance representative, Jeff Tonks of Yolo County Public Agency Risk 

Management Insurance Authority. 

 

On motion of Council Member Borchard, seconded by Council Member 

Peart and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council rejected the claim and 

amended claim against the City submitted on behalf of Woodmark Apartment 

Associates Limited Partnership and referred the claims to the City's insurance 

representative. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

1. From Police Chief Del Hanson a report was received transmitting the 

minutes of the Yolo County Communications Emergency Services Agency Board 

meeting of October 6, 1999. 

 
 2. From Library Services Director Marie Bryan a report was received 

transmitting the minutes of the Library Board of Trustees meeting of October 18, 

1999. 
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Vice Mayor Borchard inquired about the interview process for Librarian.  

He noted that the minutes indicated that the unanimous choice of the 

interviewers was not able to work until January.  He asked if a deadline was set 

for filing applications for the position, and he felt it is important to adhere to the 
deadlines. 

 

The City Manager said the Library Services Director indicated that the 

particular individual they were seeking possessed certain skills, and there were 

not those skills available in the recruitment process.  He said she wanted to 

expand the recruitment area.  He said he did not have an answer with respect 

to the time frame, but he will ask the Library Services Director and how that 
relates to the Council's expectation that we would have the ability to open our 

Library doors much sooner.  He said he will get answers on that issue. 

 

Vice Mayor Borchard also asked about establishing a deadline or ending 

recruitment and then reopening the recruitment. 

 

Assistant City Manager Phil Marler said his assumption from the Library 

Board minutes is that the one candidate, who was clearly "head and shoulders" 
above the other candidates, was not available until January, so they were 

conducting a two-track recruitment system. 

 
The City Manager said he will pose the question to the Library Services 

Director and have her issue a memorandum to the Council. 

 

3. From Parks, Recreation and Community Services Director Henry 

Agonia a report was received summarizing action taken at the Parks, 

Recreation and Community Services Commission meeting of October 25, 1999. 

 

4. From Finance Director Margaret Vicars a report was received 

transmitting the minutes of the Yolo County Public Agency Risk Management 

Insurance Authority Board meeting of October 27, 1999. 

 

5. From Public Works Director Gary Wegener a report was received 

transmitting the minutes of the Traffic Safety Commission meeting of November 

1, 1999. 

 
 Vice Mayor Borchard said since there was a recent tragic traffic 

accident at the corner of East Gum Avenue and Pioneer Avenue, he 

wondered if the Traffic Safety Commission will discuss increasing the traffic 
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controlling facilities at that location.  He asked if the accident, which killed two 

people, was the result of the intersection.  

 

 Police Chief Del Hanson said he spoke with Sergeant George Bierwirth on 
two separate occasions to get updates on the traffic accident investigation, 

and he was told that the intersection played no role in the accident itself. 

 

 Council Member Peart said he received two calls about the issue, and he 

suggested that they write a letter and submit it to the Council or the Traffic 

Safety Commission. 

 
 The Public Works Director said with the Phase 2 improvements in the 

Community Facilities District the construction of Pioneer Avenue will be 

completed with two lanes in each direction and will extend the median to the 

intersection.  The project is slated for advertising in the Spring. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

 Dudley Holman asked to speak about the Consent Calendar agenda 
item regarding the public hearing process for Turn of the Century. 

 

Council Member Ryhal said he wanted to remove that item from the 
Consent Calendar for discussion. 

 

COUNCIL STATEMENTS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Council Member Ryhal said he attended a County/City 2 x 2 meeting on 

November 10, 1999, a meeting open to the public, during which there was 

discussion about the ag preservation area that has been discussed at Council 

meetings and elsewhere.  He said County Supervisor Dave Rosenberg said he 

was going to have another meeting with the City of Davis, and Council 

Member Ryhal asked to have the City of Woodland represented at the 

meeting.  He said unfortunately information, which appeared in the Daily 

Democrat, was incorrect.  He said he suggested that the jurisdictions hold a 2 x 

2 x 2 meeting because it is an important issue and everyone could be hearing 

the same information at the same time.   He said the County agreed to hold 

the 2 x 2 x 2.  He said he suggested that he and Vice Mayor Borchard attend 
the meeting. 

 

The City Manager reminded the Council that on November 23, 1999, at 

11:00 a.m. the City and the County will be celebrating the improvements on 
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Second Street for the new District Attorney's offices.  The City Manager said he 

also received a letter with a check today from County Supervisor Tom Stallard 

and his wife Meg indicating their pleasure with the improvements and funds for 

a bench on Second Street to be dedicated to the former Interim City Manager 
Gerald Davis. 

 

The City Manager also said he will contact Congressman Doug Ose to 

give the City a Congressional update and to express the City's appreciation for 

his assistance with the FEMA process in Washington, DC.  He said 

Assemblywoman Helen Thomson could be invited also to be recognized for her 

efforts.  He said he will try to schedule the presentations for the December 7 
Council meeting. 

 

Mayor Melton Losoya said that due to his appointment as the County's 

Chief Probation Officer he has decided not to seek reelection in March of 2000, 

when his term on the Council will be up.  He then gave the press a prepared 

statement. 

 

REPORT FROM WOODLAND OPERA HOUSE: 
 

 Jeff Kean, Executive Director of the Woodland Opera House, gave the 

Council an annual report of the Woodland Opera House past year's programs, 
current financial condition and future plans. 

 

PROCLAMATION - NOVEMBER 21-27, 1999 AS “FAMILY WEEK”: 

 

On motion of Council Member Borchard, seconded by Council Member 

Flory and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council proclaimed November 

21-27, 1999, as “Family Week” in Woodland. 

 

Mayor Losoya presented the proclamation to Tamara Hunt, representing 

the Woodland Ecumenical Ministries. 

 

PRESENTATION BY SACRAMENTO-YOLO MOSQUITO & VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT  

REPRESENTATIVE: 

 

 Council heard a presentation by the City's representative on the 
Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito & Vector Control District, Richard Walker, regarding 

activities of the District throughout the County. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 

Mayor Losoya said the agenda item regarding the Turn of the Century 
public hearings will be removed from the Consent Calendar. 

 

Council Member Peart asked to have the following matters removed from 

the Consent Calendar:  water tank for Public Works, Cache Creek Flood 

Protection Feasibility Study, and agreement with Yolo County Housing Authority 

regarding renovation of a youth boxing facility and tobacco/drug free youth 

excursions. 
 

On motion of Council Member Borchard, seconded by Council Member 

Ryhal and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council approved the following 

Consent Calendar item: 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 1999: 

 

 The City Council accepted the Treasurer’s Investment Report for 
September 1999. 

 

CACHE CREEK PROTECTION IMPROVEMENT COSTS: 
 

 The City Council authorized the solicitation of proposals for 

preliminary assessment engineering for the local share of Cache Creek 

flood protection improvement costs. 

 

FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR FLOOD PROTECTION IMPROVEMENTS FOR CACHE  

CREEK: 

 

 The City Council authorized the Director of Public Works to execute 

a contract with MBK Engineers in an amount not to exceed $20,000 to 

support and help expedite completion of the Feasibility Study for flood 

protection improvements for Cache Creek. 

 

DEEP SEWER LATERAL REPAIRS: 

 
The City Council authorized a sole source contract negotiation for 

the deep sewer lateral repairs (Gibson Ranch Community Facilities District 

No. 1, Deep Sewer Repair, Project No. 98-45). 
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HOMELESS COORDINATOR'S REPORTS: 

 

 The City Council received the August, September and October 
1999 Homeless Coordinator's Reports. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 4145 - STATE FUNDED PROJECTS: 

 

 The City Council adopted Resolution No. 4145 approving the Master 

Agreement with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) for 

State funded projects and authorized the Mayor to execute the 
agreement on behalf of the City of Woodland. 

 

AGENDA ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 

CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF WATER TANK FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

 

On motion of Council Member Peart, seconded by Council 

Member Borchard and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council 
awarded the bid for construction and installation of a fifteen hundred 

gallon water tank, associated pumping, piping, and ancillary equipment 

in the amount of $23,513.75 to Diamond Steel Co., Inc. of Yuba City, 
California. 

 

CACHE CREEK FLOOD PROTECTION FEASIBILITY STUDY: 

 

  On motion of Council Member Peart, seconded by Council 

Member Ryhal and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council 

authorized the City Manager to execute the Local Feasibility Cost-Sharing 

Agreement with the State Reclamation Board for the Lower Cache 

Creek, Yolo County, Woodland Area General Investigation Feasibility 

Study for flood protection on Cache Creek, and directed staff to prepare 

a letter to the County of Yolo requesting a partnership agreement and 

the County's participation in sharing the cost of the Feasibility Study. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS FOR TURN OF THE CENTURY: 

 
 On motion of Council Member Flory, seconded by Council 

Member Borchard and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council 

cancelled the planned November 30, 1999 special City Council hearing 

regarding the Turn of the Century Specific Plan and Council directed staff 
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and the Planning Commission to proceed with the review process as 

described in the staff report with the projection that the Planning 

Commission will conclude its review of the Plan by early December, the 

Plan will be revised to reflect the Commission's recommendation by early 
January, and the Council should be able to begin their deliberations mid-

January of 2000. 

 

YOUTH BOXING FACILITY AND TOBACCO/DRUG-FREE YOUTH EXCURSIONS: 

 

 Recreation Manager Dan Rice responded to questions from Council 

Member Peart regarding a possible duplication of the $9,000 request for 
boxing facility renovations and youth excursions and the $9,000 for CDBG 

funds.  Mr. Rice said originally $15,000 was requested in CDBG funds for 

the boxing ring, and with the $30,000 requested at this time there will be a 

$45,000 project to make some adjustments to the boxing facility.  He said 

it is not a duplication. 

 

On motion of Council Member Peart, seconded by Council 

Member Ryhal and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council 
approved an agreement with the Yolo County Housing Authority which 

will provide funding, in the amount of $30,000 for the renovation of the 

Woodland boxing facility and for ten (10) Tobacco/Drug Free Youth 
Program excursions; and authorized the City Manager to execute such 

agreement. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

 On motion of Council Member Flory, seconded by Council Member 

Borchard and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council reopened the 

public comment period. 

 

 Denia Yanka expressed a complaint about "Laid Law" (the company 

which operates the bus service in Woodland) and their services to the public.  

She said the bus drivers are very unkind to passengers.  She said she was cited 

twice for assault on a bus driver.  She said when she went to court recently the 

charges were dropped, but the last charge was not dropped.  She said she 

presented her problem to Terry Bassett of Yolo County Transportation District 
and he did not help her but gave her a citation. 
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 Council Member Ryhal, the current chair of the Yolo County 

Transportation District Board, said he has had personal conversations with Mr. 

Bassett and there is an ongoing investigation. 

 
HEARING - CONSOLIDATED PLAN, 5 YEAR STRATEGY & FAIR HOUSING PLAN: 

 

 Mayor Losoya said this time was set to consider the Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Consolidated Plan, the Five-Year Strategy, 

and the Fair Housing Plan.  

 

 Community Development Director Steve Harris said Heidi Tschudin has 
been contracted by the City to be the lead consultant in this process along 

with various City staff members, including Assistant Planner Paul Hanson.  He 

said updating the Five Year Consolidated Plan is the first step of this project. 

 

 Paul Hanson distributed a handout of what economic development 

activities are eligible.  

 

 Heidi Tschudin said the staff report gave Council an overview of the 
CDBG program for 1998 and how the funds were expended.  She said the City 

has received approximately $600,000 over the past couple of years which has 

been allocated for a number of programs.  In addition there are other grants 
available for housing programs which takes the full CDBG amount of over $2.5 

million.  She said the staff report discusses adding economic development to 

those programs.  She said Council is being asked to receive public comments 

and transmit those to staff, accept the scope of work that will lead to the 

update of the plan documents, and direct staff regarding the focus with 

respect to economic development activities.  She then outlined the review 

process, which will end in mid-April at which time the document will be 

submitted to the Federal government for its review and approval process. 

 

 Mayor Losoya opened the public hearing. 

 

 The following persons offered comments:  Kathy Trott, President of the 

Food Bank of Yolo County; Sergei Shkurkin, Yolo County Homeless Coordinator; 

and Bryce Birkman, Executive Director of Woodland Economic Renaissance 

Corporation (WERC). 
 

 Council discussion followed. 
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 On motion of Council Member Flory, seconded by Council Member 

Borchard and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council accepted the staff-

proposed scope of work for the update of the Consolidated Plan and provided 

direction regarding the focus of the CDBG program with respect to economic 
development and directed that the focus be that staff proceed with 

development of a funding program. 

 

 Council took a recess from 8:49 p.m. until 9:02 p.m. 

 

REPORTS OF THE CITY MANAGER: 

 

REGULAR CALENDAR: 

 

 ANIMAL KEEPING REGULATIONS: 

 

The City Manager said staff has researched several animal keeping 

ordinances from various jurisdictions, and he said staff is recommending a 

town hall meeting to discus the issues and from that try to develop an 

ordinance that meets the interests of the majority of our citizens. 
 

Community Development Director Steve Harris briefed the Council 

on the research of other ordinances.  He said since this is a zoning matter 
it should be referred back to the Planning Commission. 

 

Associate Planner Ron Pinegar pointed out that the City has 

adopted the Yolo County animal control ordinance and incorporated the 

ordinance by reference, and the City has been using the County's 

ordinance in dealing with animal issues.  He said the regulations, however, 

only pertain to dogs and does not cover the keeping of large domestic 

animals.  The City currently does not have any ordinance dealing with 

large animals.  He said the County has zoning regulations pertaining to 

larger animals, but the City has not adopted those by reference.  He said 

the format of the ordinance from the City of Winters would be a good 

alternative as a starting point to deal with animal issues.  He said currently 

complaints are referred to Animal Control and the Environmental Health, 

both County offices, or the Police Department if there is a noise issue.  He 

said the City does need to get into some type of animal keeping 
ordinance.  He said with most ordinances the minimum size for keeping 

large domestic animals is one acre. 
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Responding to a question from Council Member Flory, the City 

Attorney said the ordinance could provide that any nonconforming uses 

would have to be brought into compliance within some reasonable 

period of time. 
 

Evelia Genera thanked the Community Development Director for 

making available the ordinances adopted by other cities.  She said 20 

residents in her neighborhood held a meeting to review the ordinances 

and they favored the Davis ordinance.  She said the City needs 

something that is enforceable, and she said she had signatures of those in 

support of the Davis ordinance. 
 

Janet Ehrke, 525 W. Keystone Avenue, said she contacted the 

County Health Department starting the middle of July, and no one has 

phoned her back.  She said there were a tremendous amount of large 

flies and horrible smells.  After two weeks she phoned back again, and 

was informed that the Health Department would go by the problem area.  

She said he indicated the property owner would clean up the area and 

make a compost pile with manure and straw and put it across the back of 
her fence.  She said the fumes and flies were still terrible. 

 

Karen Hulbert, resident of Hollister Road, expressed support for the 
Davis animal ordinance.  She said it is a matter of a problem of a large 

animal being near several neighbors.  She said with the Winters ordinance 

and the Winters setback requirements, the animals could be too close to 

neighboring properties. 

 

Carol Young, resident of Third Street, said she was concerned that 

the new ordinance might be too broad to include all kinds of animals 

which people have. 

 

Dr. Lynn Chapman, owner of the horse being discussed, said she felt 

saddened and disappointed that there were statements made that 

people have tried to talk to her and she does not answer phone calls and 

is not cooperative.  She said that has not been the case.  She said the 

Generas have not been to her house, and she did not know that a lot of 

this has been going on.  She apologized.  She said she moved to 
Woodland five years ago and joined Blevins Clinic, and her husband is the 

CEO of Valley Media.  When they moved to town she said she contacted 

the City because there were four horses one-half of a block from their 

property on College.  She said they purchased 1.3 acres of land and a 
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separate lot was sold.  She said they called the City regarding zoning 

specifically about horses, and the City responded that it was okay to have 

a horse and there was a smell and a fly ordinance.  She said they would 

not have purchased the property if it had not been possible to have a 
horse.  She said they did not have the horse until last year.  She said they 

sold the lot, and the new buyers found out that there was a sewer line 

running through their property, 20 feet into the property from the front to 

the rear end of the property. 

 

Glenn Browning, 47 Third Street, said he was concerned that the 

Council not over react and pass an ordinance that is too broad and 
covers small animals, such as rabbits and chickens.  

 

Council discussion followed. 

 

The City Manager said from the consensus of the Council discussion 

the matter does deserve an ordinance, and he recommended that the 

matter be referred to the Planning Commission, ask the Commission to 

address the issue at their next available, establish a schedule of 
appropriate public hearings to consider various ordinances and 

alternatives, and report back to the City Council. 

 
On motion of Council Member Flory, seconded by Council Member 

Ryhal and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council referred the 

matter of a proposed ordinance regarding the keeping of animals to the 

Planning Commission for review, holding of public hearings and making 

recommendations to Council. 

 

 CHANGES TO AREA CODE "530": 

 

  Finance Director Margaret Vicars reported that the California Public 

Utilities Commission (CPUC) has recently issued new estimates for the life 

of the 530 Area Code for Northern California.  She said the present 

estimate is that Area Code 530 will run out of numbers in mid to late year 

2000.  A proposal has been put before the City that essentially provides for 

(1) splitting the current 530 area code geographic boundaries into three 

separate areas, or (2) instituting an 'overlay' system with either a two or 
three way split.  An overlay would mean a next door neighbor could be in 

a different area code, and there could be several area codes in the 

same geographic area.  The Finance Director said of the different 
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scenarios proposed by CPUC staff recommends Alternative #3B which 

would provide that Yolo County keeps the 530 area code for 10 years. 

 

On motion of Council Member Peart, seconded by Council 
Member Flory and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council authorized 

the Mayor to sign a letter to the California Public Utilities Commission 

protesting the proposed change in the 530 Area Code and indicating the 

City's preference for Alternative #3B. 

 

 SIGN ORDINANCE - NONCONFORMING SIGNS AND ABATEMENT: 

 
Community Development Director Steve Harris said the origination 

of a proposed amendment to the sign ordinance regarding amortization 

of non-conforming signs and abatement came from the Planning 

Commission after adoption of the Community Design Guidelines.  In 

working with those Guidelines the Commission determined that the 

section relating to signs, particularly the freeway oriented signs, needed 

some enhancement.  He said Associate Planner Ron Pinegar has worked 

on this issue for quite some time and the Planning Commission addressed 
the topic a number of times.  At the last meeting the Commission 

discussed a number of sign related issues dealing with consistency, 

nonconformity, grandfathering of signs, illegal signs, the existing sign 
ordinance as well as the Design Guidelines, the Downtown Specific Plan 

and the East Street Specific Plan.  From that conversation there was input 

from the City Attorney's office about the City's existing amortization 

schedule and the existing sign ordinance and how that is inconsistent with 

State law and how the City should bring that into consistency with State 

law. 

 

Associate Planner Ron Pinegar said the Planning Commission was 

not happy with the Design Guidelines when they were adopted in 1995 

and became effective February 21, 1998.  He said the Commission 

wanted to bring the issue back to staff so that the Commission could look 

at the freeway sign guidelines.  He said the Commission wanted to avoid 

the large steel poles with cabinets mounted on top, which is very plain in 

the Commission's mind and not attractive.  He said the Commission 

wanted to develop some guidelines that would have improved sign 
design so that the City would have a distinctive image to go along with its 

historic character and heritage.  He said initially the Commission was 

going to go with a specific plan for freeway signs to nail down a specific 

type of sign for clusters of property along I-5 and at the interchanges.  He 
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said personally he has some misgivings about that because the City 

would be trying to predetermine what kind of businesses are going in and 

how many sign poles would be needed.  He said the City Attorney was 

asked for input, and the City Attorney's office advises it would be best to 
revise the Guidelines further to provide the general direction and criteria 

within the Guidelines rather than try to get specific on an interchange by 

interchange basis because there were so many complicating factors 

involving foliage along the freeway interchange, and overcrossing 

heights, possible connecting ramps obstructing signs.  He said Caltrans is 

planting oak trees all along the I-5 interchange right-of-way, so as the 

trees get older the signs will not be visible.  He said the Commission 
wanted some more distinctive signs with a consistent theme.  He said the 

Guidelines themselves address Main Street and East Street, and there is a 

Downtown Specific Plan and an East Street Specific Plan with specific 

design requirements as well.  He said in 1981 - 1982 there was an 

amortization period to have nonconforming signs phased out, and at that 

time the City Council decided not to take action because its was in the 

midst of a recession and would be hard on the businesses involved.  He 

said at the last meeting the Planning Commission looked at an update of 
a section of the sign ordinance that deals with nonconforming signs.  At 

that time there was a lengthy discussion, and they discovered that in 

order for any signs that are made nonconforming by the new Freeway 
Design Guidelines to be abated over a period of time the existing sign 

ordinance would have to be amended.  He said State law does stipulate 

that there be a 15 year amortization period. 

 

City Attorney Ann Siprelle said the minimum amortization period is at 

least 15 years and more time could be given. 

 

 Mr. Pinegar said the City is also required to do an inventory of the 

signs, which are not in conformance.  He said the City could continue to 

use the current sign ordinance and apply the 15-year amortization period 

in accordance with State law; however any signs that are nonconforming 

under the existing Design Guidelines or the proposed Guidelines cannot 

be amortized. 

 

 Council discussion followed. 
 

 Council Member Flory temporarily left the Council meeting at 10:25 

p.m. 
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 On motion of Council Member Borchard, seconded by Council 

Member Peart and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council extended 

the Council meeting from 10:30 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. 

 

 Council Member Flory returned to the Council meeting at 10:30 p.m. 

 

 On motion of Council Member Ryhal, seconded by Council 

Member Peart and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council 

authorized staff to continue working with the Planning Commission with 

regard to freeway signage issues and postpone consideration of the sign 

ordinances that deal with the Main Street and East Street areas until June 
2000. 

 

 COMPLETION OF PIONEER PARK: 

 

Pursuant to the recommendation from Public Works Director Gary 

Wegener the Council deferred action on the acceptance of Pioneer Park 

by Refnes construction, pending completion of a punch list of items.  

Council was advised that’s the park dedication will still be held on 
December 18, 1999. 

 

 TESTING TO CLEAR LANDFILL FOR FUTURE USE: 
 

  On motion of Council Member Peart, seconded by Council 

Member Ryhal and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council authorize 

a contract amendment in the amount of $16,000 to the professional 

services contract with EMCON-IT for testing to clear the former City Landfill 

(Regional Park) for future use  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 4146 - COMPLETE COUNT DURING CENSUS 2000: 

 

 On motion of Council Member Ryhal, seconded by Council 

Member Flory and carried by unanimous vote, the City Council adopted 

Resolution No. 4146 supporting a Complete Count during Census 2000 

and encouraging all residents to participate in Census 2000. 

 

 CHANGE IN COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 1999: 
 

The City Council agreed to hold the regular Council meetings of 

December 7 and December 21, 1999, and cancelled the December 28, 

1999 study session. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 

At 10:54 p.m. the regular meeting was adjourned to November 23, 1999, 
7:00 P.M. 
 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

City Clerk of the City of Woodland 

 

 


