
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: Proclamation-“Juneteenth” World Wide Celebration and Recognition of   
Student Essay Contest Winners 

DATE:  June 15, 2010 

 
 

 
 
 

TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The City Council has previously recognized the celebration of “Juneteenth” and is requested do so 
again this year by the Yolo County African American Association. In addition, the Association has 
asked the City Council to recognize the student winners of the “I Have a Dream” speech essay 
contest held this past February in collaboration with the School District. 
 
Staff recommends adoption of a Proclamation recognizing “Juneteenth”, a Celebration of 
Emancipation from Slavery, to be celebrated on Saturday, June 26th, 2010 at Freeman Park, in 
Woodland and recognition of the student winners for the essay contest as described herein. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
“Juneteenth” has been held nationally to recognize African American Emancipation Day.  This event 
stems from actions that occurred in Galveston, Texas on June 19, 1865 wherein a Union Army 
Commander read an order that proclaimed all slaves to be free. The programs and events emphasize 
education and achievement, reflection on assessment and self-improvement and to plan for the 
future.  People of all races, nationalities and religions come together to celebrate and enjoy the 
cultural heritage of all citizens. 
 
The Yolo County African American Association will celebrate “Juneteenth” on Saturday, June 26, 
12 Noon to 5 PM at Freemen Park. 
 
It is also important for the Council to note that the City has worked with the Association in other 
similar community awareness activities, including the celebration of Kwanzaa in December and 
observance of Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday in January. The Association has also been engaged 
with the Woodland Joint Unified School District in several educational and community projects at 
various schools.  
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One example of the Association’s leadership is the presentation of an essay contest last February as 
part of African American History Month. The essays focused on Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech presented in Washington, D.C. on August 28, 1963. A total of 76 seventh and eighth grade 
students from Douglass and Lee Middle Schools participated in the contest with five students from 
each school achieving recognition. In addition to adopting the Proclamation on celebrating 
“Juneteenth”, the Council is asked to acknowledge the winners of the essay contest. Please see the 
attached list of the student winners who will be in attendance. 
 
 
Recommended Action 
 
Staff recommends adoption of a Proclamation recognizing “Juneteenth”, a Celebration of 
Emancipation from Slavery, to be celebrated on Saturday, June 26th, 2010 at Freeman Park, in 
Woodland and recognition of the student winners for the essay contest as described herein. 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: Sue Vannucci, Director of 
Administrative Services  

 
 
  
Mark G. Deven 
City Manager 



PROCLAMATION 
RECOGNIZING “JUNETEENTH” - CELEBRATION OF EMANCIPATION FROM SLAVERY 

 
 
WHEREAS, “Juneteenth” is the oldest known celebration commemorating the ending of slavery in the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 19, 1865, in the State of Texas, Major General Gordon Granger read General Order Number Three to the people of 

Galveston.  The Order stated that “The people of Texas are informed, that in accordance with a proclamation from the Executive of 
the United States, all slaves are Free”; and 

 
WHEREAS, African Americans in Texas began calling the event Juneteenth Emancipation Day and named it “Juneteenth”; and 
 
WHEREAS, this event is presented to honor and remember African Americans who were residents of Yolo County in the early 1850s; and 
 
WHEREAS, this event is presented to honor and remember African Americans in Woodland who aided as brick masons in the construction of the 

Woodland Opera House; and 
 
WHEREAS, this event is presented to honor and remember founding members of the 2nd

 

 Baptist Church which has a long and renowned place 
in Woodland; and 

WHEREAS, the celebration for “Juneteenth” will take place on June 26th, 2010 at Freeman Park, in Woodland. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Woodland City Council, hereby recognizes “Juneteenth” in Yolo County and encourages its 

citizens to participate in meaningful activities that recognize contributions of African Americans and hopes that the days celebration, 
on June 26 will be successful.  

 
Passed and adopted this 15th

 
 day of June 2010, by the following vote: 

AYES:    Council Members Davies, Pimentel, Monroe, Marble, Dote. 
 

             
        Marlin H. Davies, Mayor 
 
     Artemio Pimentel, Vice Mayor  Martie L. Dote, Council Member 
 
     William L. Marble, Council Member Jeff W. Monroe, Council Member 



2010 Essay Winners 
 
 
Douglas Middle School 
 7th Grade 
  1st Place - Trevor Engle 
  2nd Place - Ana Solis 
  Honorable Mention - Mattison Smith 
 
 
 8th Grade 
  1st Place - Robia Amjad 
  2nd Place - Jacob Gedney 
 
 
Lee Middle School 
 8th Grade 
  (2) 1st Place - Andrew Ruiz 
       1st Place - Katie Earwicker 
 
  (2) 2nd Place - Lidia Bayne 
       2nd Place - Brock Earley 
 
  (2) Honorable Mention - Nik Durst 
       Honorable Mention - Cynthia Martinez 
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