
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: Waiver of 2010 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program Funds 

DATE: JUNE 15, 2010  

 
 

 
 
 

TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

 
 

 
The federal government provides funding to local governments for law enforcement purposes 
through the Byrne Justice Assistance grant program.   Locally, law enforcement agencies have used 
the grants to fund collaborative projects within the county.  Staff continues to support this approach 
as it has generated positive results and fostered regional collaboration in the arrest, investigation and 
prosecution of narcotics cases.  
 

Report in Brief 

Staff recommends that the City Council approve and authorize the City Manager to sign an 
agreement to waive any partial interest in the 2010 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program. 
 
 

 
The U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance, awards grant funds to local units of 
government through the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG).  These grants support a broad range 
of activities to prevent and control crime and to improve the criminal justice system.  The award 
amount is based on population and crime statistics, as well as law enforcement expenditure data.  
The City of Woodland’s 2010 JAG award is $16,883.   
 
The City and County have been certified by DOJ to be “disparate jurisdictions.”  Disparate 
jurisdictions certification means the City is scheduled to receive one and one-half times more JAG 
funding than the County, and the County bears more than 50 percent of the costs of prosecution or 
incarceration that arise for Part 1 violent crimes reported by the City.  The cities of Davis and West 
Sacramento are also disparate jurisdictions with the County.   As disparate jurisdictions the cities and 
the County must agree on how JAG funding will be distributed and must file a joint application.    
 
Law enforcement agencies in Yolo County have historically designated the combined JAG awards to 
enhance regional narcotics enforcement.  The JAG funds have been used to partially fund a Deputy 
District Attorney to prosecute narcotics cases and a DA Investigator assigned to the Yolo Narcotics 
Team (YONET).   
 

Background 
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Discussion 
 
This grant funded staffing allows the District Attorney’s office to vertically prosecute major 
narcotics cases. YONET (Yolo Narcotics Enforcement Team) is a multi-agency team that assumes 
the lead role in major narcotics investigations in Yolo County.  Woodland is a member of YONET 
and assigns one detective to the team.  YONET’s efforts are greatly aided by the Deputy District 
Attorney assigned to prosecute narcotic cases and partially funded by JAG.  The DDA assists with 
all aspects of felony narcotics investigation including fielding legal questions that arise during an 
extended investigation, reviewing warrant affidavits, and the prosecution of suspects.  This expertise 
is important in order to maximize penalties for narcotics distributors and manufacturers.    The 
participation of the DA investigator provides greater depth and some continuity to the YONET team.   
 
The City of Woodland could seek to retain JAG funding however as “disparate jurisdictions” an 
agreement on how to redistribute these funds must be reached with the other agencies in the County.  
Additionally, retaining any grant funds by the City would require staff to separately track grant 
expenditures and submit required reports to the Department of Justice.  Separate management of the 
JAG award by the City would add administrative costs and would therefore dilute the impact JAG 
funding currently has on a community crime problem.   
 
The countywide consolidation of JAG funds allows the District Attorney’s office to maintain a focus 
on narcotics prosecution and provides a good value for the citizens of Woodland. Despite the 
difficult fiscal issues faced by each city, the chiefs of each cities police departments within Yolo 
County continue to support this joint effort and recommended waiver of the JAG award. In order to 
continue this regional collaboration in the arrest, investigation and prosecution of narcotics cases, the 
City Council must take an action to waive the City of Woodland’s 2010 Byrne Justice Assistance 
Grant Program Award in order to provide continued support of the Yolo Narcotics Enforcement 
team. 
 
 

 
Fiscal Impact 

The City of Woodland’s 2010 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant award is $16,883. Waiver of this 
award as described herein will support the continued regional law enforcement collaboration 
provided by YONET without impact to the General Fund or other City funds. 
 
 
Public Contact 
 
This item was included in the posting of the City Council agenda. 
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1. Approve and authorize the City Manager to sign an agreement to waive any partial interest in 
the 2010 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program. 

Alternative Courses of Action 
 
 

 
2. Direct staff to seek agreement to redistribute some JAG funding directly to the City.  

 
3. Direct staff to seek agreement to redirect JAG funding for other criminal justice purposes. 

 
4. Forfeit Byrne Justice Assistance Grant funding. 

 
 

Mark G. Deven 

Recommendation for Action 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve Alternative No. 1. 
 
 
 

  
Prepared by: Carey F. Sullivan 
 Chief of Police 
 
 

  
 
 
  

City Manager 
 
 
 
Attachment: Interlocal Agreement between the City of Woodland, CA and County of Yolo, CA 
report 
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