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Report In Brief 
 
The City Council annually considers the renewal of a 1% assessment on hotel/motel room rates for 
the Visitors Attraction District paid by Woodland hoteliers. Renewal of this assessment is scheduled 
for the City Council’s consideration as a separate item on the June 15 agenda. 
 
In addition to the renewal of the 1% assessment, the Yolo County Visitors Bureau (YCVB) through 
discussions with Woodland hoteliers have requested an additional 1% assessment that will be 
provided to the YCVB to support enhanced services with a portion retained by the City to support 
community events. This request is being presented to the City Council as described herein.  
 
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Resolution No. ____, a Resolution of Intention to 
Adopt Ordinance Increasing Visitor Attraction District Assessment for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 and 
schedule a public hearing to consider any written or oral protests to the increase of the assessment. 
 
 

During the past year discussions between the YCVB and Woodland hoteliers who have supported 
the District and the YCVB concluded that the best way to enhance visitor services would be to 
increase the annual assessment by 1%. The income generated by the additional 1%, estimated at 

Background 
 
On July 6, 2004, the City Council unanimously supported the adoption of a Resolution of Intention 
to establish the Woodland Visitor Attraction District (“District”) pursuant to the Parking and 
Business Improvement Area Law of 1989.  On July 27, 2004, the Council held a public hearing to 
approve Ordinance No. 1404 establishing the District.  Ordinance No. 1404 authorized the levying 
of a 1% assessment on room occupancy, in addition to the Transient Occupancy Tax, upon all 
hotel/motels establishments in the City of Woodland.  The assessment has been reviewed and 
renewed each fiscal year since 2004 with the revenue generated provided to the Yolo County 
Visitors Bureau (YCVB). Renewal of the 1% assessment will be considered by the Council on the 
June 15 agenda as a separate item. 
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$77,000, would be used to add YCVB part time sales staff that would market Yolo County 
regionally as a desired visitor destination. Specific activities would include sales staff attendance at 
conferences to generate interest in visiting Yolo County, increased marketing support to hoteliers, 
improved coordination between hoteliers and restaurants and additional focus on “agritourism” 
which will generate more regional interest in events such as the Almond Festival with the objective 
of increasing overnight stays in Woodland hotels. In addition and of specific interest to Woodland 
will be increased marketing to youth and adult baseball/softball and soccer teams that participate in 
tournaments held at the Community Sports Park. These participants are already coming to Woodland 
and additional outreach/marketing will generate interest in their return for future tournaments and 
other events in Woodland and the Yolo County region. 
 
As part of this assessment, staff worked with the hoteliers and the YCVB to allocate approximately 
$20,000 for Woodland community events such as the annual Holiday Parade. As the Council is 
aware, a similar allocation in the General Fund is proposed for elimination from the FY 2011 budget 
due to the City’s fiscal challenges. This allocation will maintain City support for these events from 
the Public Works Department. In addition, a $5,000 allocation will be provided in support of the 
Stroll Through History event. While this event is not officially scheduled for 2010, the YCVB will 
use the funds to develop a “walking tour guide” with future year’s allocation used to support 
resumption of the event in 2011 if the recommended action is approved. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
Staff recommends that the Council consider this action by utilizing State law, specifically sections 
36540 and 36541 of the Streets & Highways Code. The Highway Code sections will allow the 
District’s advisory board to recommend an increase in the assessment and allows the City Council to 
adopt an ordinance increasing the assessment.  Before an ordinance increasing the assessment can be 
adopted, the City Council is required to adopt a resolution of intention, take public comment on the 
proposed increase at a public meeting and conduct a public hearing on the proposed increase. This 
process has been incorporated into the staff recommendation.  
 
Staff supports the increased assessment as a resource to improve the services provided by the YCVB 
which will directly benefit Woodland hotels and motels. Actions that will create additional visitor 
interest in Woodland will also generate additional Transit Occupancy Tax (TOT) and sales tax which 
will enhance the City’s General Fund. As mentioned in the staff report associated with the renewal 
of the current 1% assessment, staff believes the YCVB’s commitment to collaboration with its 
partners, including cities, hoteliers and restaurants, is significantly improved since September 2008 
when the current Executive Director began her service. 
 
 

The agenda for the June 15 City Council meeting was posted. If the City Council approves the staff 
recommendation, State law requires that notice of the public be mailed to all businesses that would 
be affected by the increased assessment.  In this case, that requires mailing notice to all Woodland 

Public Contact 
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hoteliers. The notice of the public hearing pending Council action will be published in the Daily 
Democrat.    
 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
The increase in the assessment would have minimal direct fiscal impact on the City.  Hoteliers 
submit their assessment funds to the City along with their Transient Occupancy Tax. An increase in 
the assessment is not expected to increase the City’s staff costs. The immediate benefit of the 
increased assessment would be replacement of funds to support the current General Fund allocation 
to support special events that has been recommended for elimination from the FY 2011 budget. 
 
 

1. Adopt a Resolution No. _____, a Resolution of Intention to Adopt Ordinance Increasing 
Visitor Attraction District Assessment for Fiscal Year 2010-2011; Schedule a public hearing 
to consider any written or oral protests to the increase of the assessment. 

Alternative Courses of Action 
 

 
2. Cease further consideration of the renewal of the Visitor Attraction District 

 
 

1. Resolution of Intention to Adopt Ordinance Increasing Visitor Attraction District Assessment for 
Fiscal Year 2010-2011 

Recommendation for Action 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve Alternative No. 1. 
 
  
 Prepared by: Wendy Ross 
 Economic Dev. Manager 
 
 
  
Mark G. Deven 
City Manager 
 
 
Attachments: 



 
RESOLUTION NO. ______ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF INTENTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF WOODLAND TO ADOPT AN ORDINANCE 
INCREASING THE ASSESSMENT FOR IMPROVEMENTS AND 

ACTIVITIES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 WITHIN THE 
WOODLAND VISITOR ATTRACTION DISTRICT 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Woodland (“City”) has the authority to levy assessments 

through a parking and business improvement area pursuant to the Parking and Business 
Improvement Area Law of 1989, California Streets & Highways Code section 36500 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, on September 7, 2004, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 1404 

establishing a Woodland Visitor Attraction District (“District”) and levying assessments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the District’s area consists of the City in its entirety and is coextensive in its 

boundaries with the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the mission of the District is to enrich the lives of the citizens by improving 

the economic resilience of existing Woodland businesses through promotion of cultural, athletic 
and educational events and programs that build upon the strengths of the region and the quality 
of community life; and 

 
WHEREAS, the District’s advisory board has recommended, pursuant to Streets & 

Highways Code section 36540, that the basis and method of levying the assessments imposed 
within the District be changed to increase the amount of the assessments; and 

 
WHEREAS, section 36541 of the Streets & Highways Code allows the City Council to 

modify the basis and method of levying the assessment by adopting an ordinance after holding a 
hearing on the proposed modification, and after adopting a resolution stating the Council’s 
intention to consider modifying the assessment; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODLAND 

DOES HEREBY RESOLVE that it intends to consider adopting an ordinance to increase the 
amount of the District’s assessment from 1% to 2%, with the increase to take effect on the 
effective date of an ordinance increasing the assessment, and to remain in effect through the end 
of fiscal year 2010-2011. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the assessment to be levied for the District shall be 

used to fund: the general promotion of business activities and visitor-oriented programs within 
the District, including the development of program materials, visitor guides and the creation of 
linkages with event sponsors to support additional conferences and events; the promotion of and 
participation in conferences, activities and public events which are to take place on or in public 
places within the District; the furnishing of music in any public place within the District; and the 
decoration of any public place within the District.  The Visitor Attraction District (BID) 
Assessment Report for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 on file with the City Clerk is hereby referenced 
for a full and detailed description of the improvements and activities to be provided for fiscal 
year 2010-2011, the boundaries of the District and the assessments to be levied upon the 
businesses within the District for fiscal year 2010-2011. 

 
 



 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will allow public comment on the 

proposed increase in the assessment at a City Council meeting to be held at least 10 days after 
the date of a notice to be sent by the City Clerk to affected business owners within the District 
enclosing a copy of this resolution and notice of the public meeting and hearing; the date for this 
public comment is tentatively scheduled for July 20, 2010. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will hold a public hearing at 7:00 

p.m. on September 7, 2010 in the City Council Chambers, 300 First Street, Woodland, 
California, on the levying of the increased assessment for fiscal year 2010-2011.  At the public 
hearing, written and oral protests may be made.  The form and manner of protests shall comply 
with California Streets & Highways Code sections 36524 and 36525.  If written protests are 
received from and not withdrawn by the owners of businesses in the District which will pay fifty 
percent (50%) or more of the assessments to be levied, no further proceedings to increase the 
assessment, as set forth in this Resolution of Intention, shall be taken for a period of one year 
from the date of the finding of a majority protest by the City Council. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to mail a copy of 

this resolution and a notice of the public meeting and the public hearing referred to herein to 
every business owner within the District that would be affected by the proposed increase in the 
assessment. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 15th day of June, 2010 by the following vote: 
 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
 
              

  Marlin H. Davies, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
              
Susan L. Vannucci, Director of     Andrew J. Morris, City Attorney 
Administrative Services/City Clerk 
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