SIMPLE STEPS TO A
WATER-WISE GARDEN

Special insert from
Save our Water




A BEAUTIFUL GARDEND
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Switching to drought-tolerant plants is a great ®rst
step. Many nurseries offer a wide selection of native
shrubs, trees, perennials, and grasses; talk to your
nurseryman to ®nd out what's best for your garden.
Another water-savvy option: try beautiful plants from
other dry regions, like Australia, the Mediterranean,
and South Africa. For healthiest plants, aim to group
them according to similar watering needs. This pro-
motes healthy growth and root systems, and reduces
the risk of over- or under-watering. To ®nd out what
works in your region, go to the Sunset Plant Finder
(sunset.com/plant®nder) or saveourh2o.org.

Superstar natives

Py

Baja Fairy Duster

Bearberry
(Arctostaphylos
uva-ursi)

Hardy groundcover,
with tiny pink “ow-
ers in spring, red to
purple foliage in fall.

Baja Fairy Duster
(Calliandra californica)
Native shrub grows

to 5 ft.; puffy blooms
are irresistible to
hummingbirds.

Firecracker
Penstemon
(Penstemon eatonii)
Perennial accent
plant grows to 3 ft.;
dazzling red “owers
bloom spring to early
summer.

Wild Lilac
(Ceanothus)

Wide range of sizes
(groundcover to tall
shrubs). Elegant ow-
ers attract butter ies.

a'm awestruck at how lush our garden

is without any additional water.®

Anne Severs, Livermore
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TRY A PERMEABLE PATIO

COMPOST

A hint of water

HARVEST RAINWATER Try these tricks to give
the illusion of water

without increasing
water use.

Recirculating
fountain

Birdbath
Dry creekbed
Water jars and urns

2l love the amount of birds, butter ies and 3l made a change for myself, and if it inspires
someone else then that's even better.?

Yaz Manley, San Marcos

bene®cial insects that come to my garden.
It is a delightful thing to see everyday.®
Ruth Saludes, Fresno
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MORE GREAT RESOURCES

Check websites for tips, news, and even grants for
installing water-wise gardens.

Knowledgeable staff can help you ®nd plants
and materials for your garden.

Many offer community classes in garden design,
horticulture, and more.

Excellent resource for drought-tolerant varieties
and native plants.

Downloadable guides, water-saving tips, water-
conservation calculator, and other helpful tools
from the California Department of Water Resources.




