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August 24, 2016 – Meeting Notes
City Council:
Mayor Jim Hilliard, Mayor Pro Tempore Angel Barajas, Sean Denny, Tom Stallard, Skip Davies

Planning Commission:
Chair Kirby Wells, Vice Chair Chris Holt, Steve Harris, Elodia Ortega-Lampkin, Marco Lizarraga, Fred Lopez, John Murphy

Staff Attendees:
Ana Gonzales – City Clerk
Paul Navazio – City Manager
Ken Hiatt – Community Development Director
Cindy Norris – Principal Planner

Consultants:
Heidi Tschudin
Sophie Martin

Questions from City Council and Planning Commission:
C. Holt: Can we meet the RHNA with SP-IA and SLSP only?
S. Denny: Is the plan aggressive enough?
S. Davies: Choosing between the [South and East] alternatives is too difficult now.  Should there be criteria that have to be met to allow growth? 
M. Lizarraga: EIR shows impacts of alternatives. It’s not to decide between them.
E. Lampkin: In-Lieu fees for affordable housing

Public Comments Received:
Jessie Ortiz
· Developers need to pay for their own impacts – police, fire
· Protect prime farmland
· Protect farmworker jobs
· Historical preservation is very important
· Growth will happen – do it smart
Art Pimentel
· Flood Solution is getting close
· Rail Relocation 
· Protect ag land 
Teri Stark
· Preserve downtown – Heritage is important
· Protect ag land – ag has more value than we know
· Secure and protect job that exist and in the future
Christine Shewmaker
· What is timing on CAP and EIR?
· How can the City make commitments without having the CAP or EIR?
· How does the city come back around for a decision?
Rogelio Morales
· Thanked group for focusing on ag and industries that come from Ag
Tricia Tran
· Noted the importance of protecting prime Ag since it supports crops, jobs and industry
· It’s threatened by developers who want to build, and increased tax burden on farmers
· Concern with loss of Ag land in the country in general as an important issue.
Debra Zavala
· Supports protecting Ag land and protecting related jobs at the cannery and on farms 
Tim Taron
· Noted that he has attended all meetings
· Noted that the council wants to maintain flexibility and 2B1, 2.B.2 do not provide flexibility and create unnecessary triggers
· Unclear what substantially completed means
· State law – cannot build until a flood solution is in place. Does not allow a SP to provide advantage to help  achieve flood solution
· 2.L.2 has chronological phrasing that should be amended

Final Wrap up Comments by City Council and Planning Commisson:
C. Holt
· September 1 – will provide comments (spread sheet)
· Reverence for Ag heritage – the Urban Limit Line was adopted by voters to provide for growth within the ULL in a compact way, recognized that some land to be taken to allow for the growth in order to preserve Ag in the surrounding area. 
· Prefers a more compact growth – therefore prefers Southern 
J. Murphy
· Will provide comments on September 1 meeting
· Concern not just with where new growth, but how we shape the city we already have.  Concerns such as revitalizing the west side of town.
· GP about overall city, not just new growth
· Feels similar to Chris on Ag land and ULL
· Are we obligated to come up with ways to fund and to discuss funding?
· Concern with a document that may look good, but may not be able to achieve key policies (price tag?).  Come up with a concrete way of doing some of the things we say.
M. Lizarraga
· Flexible. The General Plan can always be amended and they have seen amendments come before Planning Commission.  Certain that we will amend it in the future.
T. Stallard
· Beautiful Plan and hopeful for our future
· The issue for him is when growth will happen.  Prefers to maintain focus on when we grow.
· EIR covers both alternatives and in doing so may reduce concern with future amendments.
E. Lampkin 
· Glad that Economic Development is included
· Protecting ag land is a priority
· Affordable housing is a priority
S. Harris
· Thank you to the audience for participating.  Government by the people.
· Take care of Ag land
· Infill is essential.  Start at core and fill in around as we go.
A.Barajas
· General Plan will help shape Woodland and impact people’s lives
· Guiding Principle No 7 does not protect prime Ag land, should revisit that.
· Develop as needed, scenarios to mitigate that impact
· SP-2 has less Prime ag land impacted as opposed to S and N
· Need diligent work on the flood solution but not sure that is part of the General Plan
· Other elements in the General Plan
E. Lampkin
· Chapter 4 Economic Development is progressive thinking
· Protect prime ag land, pro and con of these areas
· General Plan provides an opportunity to increase affordable housing
F. Lopez
· Important to look at infrastructure and explore vacant areas and infill – do this before expanding further
S. Denny
· Beautiful document but not a quick read
· Market, growth, etc… - want developers on the hook to provide improvements and cost.
· Feels all areas should be in play.  
· Focus on jobs, leverage anyone who wants to do something to keep them local. “Jobs don’t wait.” Bring in economic driving power.
· Not against expanding into new areas, but older areas need to benefit too. Wants the whole City of Woodland improved and beautiful.  Need funds to fix up older neighborhoods.
· Allow us to move with the market but to not over do it.  Don’t miss a market cycle.
· Enough triggers and rules already and we don’t want to overdo
S. Davies
· There are two flood issues going on and both solutions are a number of years away, but don’t want to ignore those areas
· Supports removing triggers for development as per Tim Taron’s comments.
· Make ag mitigation more aggressive for prime Ag land but may not need mitigation if lesser quality.
· Net zero emission for all Specific Plans, not just the East
· Health Community: policy to encourage schools to have PE, healthy lifestyle classes, etc…
K. Wells
· Mentioned that Planning Commission in their recommendation on the growth options did not want to see triggers
· Allow decision makers of the future flexibility to make decisions
· Affordable housing
J. Hilliard
· Market will dictate how much  infill can happen
· Ensure that areas that require a flood solution/rail can continue to plan and do not stifle their process.
· Mandate vs Strive for zero net energy; should apply to all or none
· Flood and Rail Relocation
· Emphasize flexibility, we do not want artificial triggers or limitations
· Keep prime ag land as long as possible
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