DO Follow These Guidelines:





Draining Your Pool or Spa
Whenever possible use the sanitary sewer when
draining your pool. The sewer system, unlike the
storm drain, is designed to remove any
pollutants from the water. The storm drain flows
straight to the our waterways without
treatment.








Shut off power to the circulation system at the circuit
breaker.
Discharge pool/spa water to the sanitary sewer through a
clean-out, laundry sink or other interior plumbing fixture.
The sanitary sewer system is designed to remove many
pollutants from water.
Run a hose from the sewer clean-out port to the pool.
Remove the cap and place the hose in the middle of the
drain. To prevent backflow, don’t connect the end of the
hose to the drain or let the end of the hose touch the
bottom of the sewer pipe while draining.
On the pool end, connect the hose to the submersible
pump. Lower the pump into the deepest part of the pool,
near the drain. As you drain, monitor the water’s flow to
ensure that the water’s flow doesn’t back up.
Dispose of used filter medium into the trash.
Rinse Cartridge filters into a landscaped or dirt area and
spade filter residue into the soil.
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Refill pool as soon as possible. Direct sunlight can damage
the plaster in your pool if it’s left exposed.

However, you must discharge only at a rate that
does not cause the sewer to back up. The sewer
cleanout and service line to your house can
handle the discharge from a 2-inch hose.

What does a Sanitary Sewer Clean-Out
Look Like?


Look on your property for a small circular
cap in the ground, typically green.

If your kitchen or bathroom is on an
exterior wall, look outside along that wall
for the clean-out.
OR…..
Look on your property for a concrete or
metal cover marked “sewer”, “CO” or “S”.

DON’T……..



Drain pool/spa water into the street, gutter or storm
drain. Storm drains flow directly to our waterways
untreated!
Open a manhole to discharge your pool or spa water.
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Fight FOG
Household Fats, Oils & Grease (FOG) should never be
poured down sinks or drains. No amount of hot water
will keep FOG from solidifying in sewer lines. It will
eventually mix with other debris in the sewer lines and
create blockages that result in sanitary sewer
overflows.

By following a few simple
steps, you can help prevent
sewer back-ups and spills:

1.

2.

3.
4.

Pour cooled fats, oil and grease into a covered
disposable container and throw it in your garbage.
OR…..Collect your cooled fats, oils and grease into
a covered container and contact the City of
Woodlands Water Pollution Control Facility . You
can schedule an appointment to deliver your used
FOG to be recycled FREE!
Soak up remaining oils and grease with an
absorbent material such as paper towels, and
throw it in your garbage.
Before you wash dishes, scrape food scraps, fats,
oils and grease into your garbage.
Use sink strainers to catch any remaining food
waste while washing dishes.

Think Before You Flush
Too often people treat their toilets as trash cans.
Take wipes for example: the package may say
“flushable” but wipes are made of a woven fabric.
They are not designed to break down in the sewer
system like toilet paper. Instead, they remain intact
and get caught in sewer lines, potentially causing
sewer backups in your home or in our community.

Only Rain Down the Storm Drain
Our storm drains flow directly to our local waterways
untreated. This is why it is important to ensure that no
pollutants enter our storm system.

Here are a few things that should never be flushed:
 Feminine Hygiene products
 Dental Floss
 Baby or facial wipes
 Cotton swabs & Hair
 Prescription Medicine
 Diapers

Remember the 3 P’s: only Pee, Poo and Paper
down the toilet!

Pollutants can negatively impact wildlife, vegetation
and, of course, our drinking water. Here are a few
things you can do to help keep our waterways clean:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Chemicals such as paint, thinners, cleaners, and
automotive oils should be disposed of properly.
Visit www.cityofwoodland.org for recycling information.
Pick up pet waste and dispose of it in your garbage.
Never blow leaves or clippings into the street or
storm drain.
Place your green waste into your yard waste bin.
Sweep driveways and patios instead of using a
hose.

Lastly, helping to keep our community clean by placing
garbage in its proper place is always a good thing.
Springlake Lift Station
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